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Statement of Korean Women's Organizations to
the President of the United States of America

Dear Mr. President

We appreciate your sustained efforts to preserve and strengthen the value of
human rights and democracy. We also endorse vour support of the efforts to
reform the Agreement under Article 4 of the Mutual Defense Treaty
between the Republic of Korca and the United States of America, Regarding
ilties and Areas and the States of United Armed Forces in the Republic
of Korca~ in short. the Status of Forces Agrecment (SOFA)

We urge that during the ninth SOFA meeting, to be held in Washington in
fear future, the human rights of American soldiers as well as the Korean
women and children who inhabit near the US bases be taken into ful
consideration along with sccurity and environmental issues.

The 1

ROK SOFA, which was cstablished in 1967, maintains an uncqual
relationship and has not been  substantially improved despite several
modifications. The US-ROK SOFA is an unfair agreement a5 compered (o

those of other countries. The human rights of Korean women, children and
residents Tocated close 1o American bases are threatened by this unjust
agreement. In particular, the health of pregnant women who reside near the
hombing range around Machyang-ri is seriously threatened. It has been
proven that residents of Machyang-ri suffer from a higher than average rate
of miscarriages and childhood traumas due to the noise levels. The noise
affects the cmotional development of local vouths and is thought to be a
contributing factor to the abnormally high level of crime and violnee in the

area, Machyang-ri residents also have a high rate of suicide duc to severe
mental stress. incurred through the noise pollution. In addition, this village
has seen considerable damage in terms of soil and water pollution. It has
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been confirmed that the Usited States Forces Korea (USFK) has been
releasing expired Formaldehyde into the Han River, the local water source
for Seoul citzens. Clearly, these problems suggest an urgent ncd o seform
SOFA in order to prevent future transgressions by

Turning to female sex workers who work on or near the USFK bases, o
mumber of women have become victims of vilence, rape and/or murder by
American  soldiers. However, due to the USFK authorities’  primary
jurisdiction established in the SOFA, American soldiers arc punished lightly
and Korean victims denied fair compensation. SOFA should be reformed to
prevent infringements upon women's rights, including mistreatment and
murder of Korean women, curb the expansion of prostitution and sexual
trafficking, and provide clear guidelines for the responsibilities vis-
children who were bom to an American soldier and a Korean woman. The
cighth revision of SOFA. which was held following the last revision four
vears ago. fulled to meet the cxpectations of the Korean populace. Both the
Korcan and the USA. governments should guarantee the primary right of
the military authorities in order to protect Korean women and other
marnginalized groups

from criminal acts perpetrated by American soldiers.

We welcome the ninth revision of the SOFA in Washington and call for
substantial reforms, especially the inclusion of a clause that will protect
women' 5 rights. We present the attached document “Demands from
Korean Women' s Organizations regarding the reform of SOFA pertaining

o women” s rights issues”

Now that we have entered the 21st century and are living in a post-Cold
War cra, we urgenty call for the immediate reformation of the SOFA,
which is the target of Korean people’ s criticism and violates Korean
sovereignty

We believe that your support fo the minth revision of the SOFA will

promote friendshin between ROK. and the USA. and ensure more effective
conperative development efforts for the establishment of peace on the Korean
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peninsula.

Yours sincerely,
Women Making Peace
Korean Women' s Associations United.
‘Saewoomtuh (For the Kijichon Women and Children)
(note: Kijichon translates as “US Military Camp Town in Korea" ).

September 21, 2000°
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Demands from Korean Women® s Organizations regarding
the reform of SOFA pertaining to women’ s rights issues

We would like to strongly urge that a clause protecting women' s rights be
established during the ninth reform process of the SOFA 1o be held in
Washington in the end of September.

1. An article protecting women and children should be established.

1-1) gender education and human rights education for the American
soldiers and relevant employees should become mandatory.

1-2) This article should prohibit any sort of violence perpetrated by
American soldiers towards women and children on or near the base of
the United States Forces Korea. In the case of such eriminal acts, one
should take into consideration women and children who are marginalized in
society. The act must prioritize the interests of the victim.

1-3) In cases where a victim of a sex crime s a woman or girl child, the
victim must be able to request a female investigator and have the right to
request that the interview take place in a third location due to safety

2. In cases involving children who were born to an American soldier and a
Korean woman, an article demanding identification of the biological father
should be established. An article should also be established requiring that
the biological father bear the expenses of raising the child.

In the case of children whose fathers are identified as American soldiers, the
US government should take responsibility for the children’ s education and
job training and provide support for the children’ s immigration to the
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USA

2-1) It is estimated that there are sbout 1000 children whose fathers are
assumed to be American sokdiers. These children are discriminated against:
suffer from prejudice and social stigmatization. Because of this and their
lack of education, they lack access to cqual employment opportunities.

22 “The maintenance claim' (1956, 418-1959 83) within ‘the
US-German Agreement’ and ‘Exchange of Notes' should be considered
as possible legislative models.

3. An article to provide support for female sex workers who serve American
Soldiers should be established

3-1) It should stipulate that sexually transmitted diseases and AIDS tests be.
carried out on American troops on a regular basis for the safety of Korean

sex. warkers

3-2) The article should also include measures to support Kijichon women
and children at @ plan to twm the American base into civil area when the
American base is returned. (note Kifichon translates as “US Military Camp
Town in Korea™ ).
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An Appeal to the Participants of Millennium Forum from
Korean Peace NGOs

The historic Summit of North and South Korea will fake place in
Pyongyang, Capital of North Korea from June 12 to 14, 2000. This is the
on of Karea into North and South in 1945 with
colonial - occupation.  We  welcome  this

o create a momentum for reconciliation,
cooperation and peace based on mutual respect and trust between two
Koreas.

We, Korean peace activists would like lo draw your atiention to the
following appeal we have made to the governments of North and South
Korea as well as the other countries such as the US and Japan.

First, armistice agreement should be changed into peace treaty. Korea is
technically still at war because both Koreas are under the armistice. Korea
peninsula is one of volatile areas among conflict arcas. The governments of
North and South Korea and the United States should take positive steps
towards building peace and reunification in Korean peninsula

Second, the role and status of the United States Forces Korea should be
redefined to promote adoption of a peace treaty. Presently there are 9 bases
occupied 480 million sq. feet of land to house for 37,000 US soldiers. USFK
causes many problems in Korea: unregulated, free use of land for the
military bases, crimes, prostitution, and ecological contamination. Korean
(GOs have made cfforts to eliminate crimes and prostitution around
military bases. We have repeatedly asked the US. to return the land they
are using for free. The South Korean and the US governments should fully
revise the unfair Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) urgently.

Third, the governments of North and South Korea must sign and ratify the
Mine Ban Trealy. Mine Ban Treaty is a big success of NGO activities in
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disarmament movement. Korea Campaign to Ban Landmines estimates that
there are one million anti-personnel landmines on Korean peninsula

Fourth, the South and North Korean governments should take steps for
reduction i their arms and military expenditure and divert military
expenditure to better human ife.

Fifth, Japanese government should stop remilitarization of Japan and give
official reparation to. the victims during Japanese occupation in Korea and
the Pacific War. We object (o establishing Theater Missile Defense System
and revision of the New Guidelines of US-Japan defense cooperation. Japan,
which provoked the Pacific War, has not given the truth of war crimes and
sincere apology to the victims.

Korean peace activists will play an important role to build peace and
reunification in Korea and work together with peace activists in the world to
make a warfree world We will continue to struggle against culture of
violence and for culture of peace.

Finally, we would like to invite peace activists and NGOs in the world io
workshops on peace during the ASEM (Asia Europe Meeting) 2000 Peoples

Forum which will be held on 1820 June in Seoul.

We look forward to welcoming you at the ASEM 2000 Peoples Forum

2000 5. 2

Women Making Peace (wmpachollian.net)
The National Joint-Committee to Demand Returning US.Milltary Bases as
Our Land to Korea (usacrime@chollian net)
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The Millennium Appeal of NGOs for Peace, Security and
Disarmament in Northeast Asia

26 May 2000
Al the United Nations Headguarters in New York

We, the representatives of NGO, responding to the call of Sccretary-General
Kofi Annan, attended the Millennium Forum held at the United Nations
Headquarters in New York.

We would like to draw your atiention to the following four points, which
are the most important and urgent issues for peace in Northeast Asia,

First, transforming the armistice agreement on the Korcan peninsula into a
permanent peace treaty would represent a major siep in building peace and
Security in the entire Northeast Asian region. We welcome the historic
Summit of North and South Koreas. The Summit is an unprecedented
opportunily 1o create a momentum for reconciliation, cooperation and peace
in the region.

Second, the Status of Forces Agreements (SOFA) between South Korea and
the United States and between Japan and the Uited States should be fully
revised to meet the requirement of mutual respect and equality between the
countries concerned. The unequal nature of the SOFAs has a serious
negative impact on the lives of Korean and Japanese citizens.

Third, we demand a nuclear weapons-free zone in Northeast Asia. The

continued reliance on nuclear weapons and their threat or use by accident,
miscalculation or design is a great threat to peace in the region
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Fourth, we are concerned about remilitarization in Northeast Asia. We.
oppose the new USJapan Defense Guidlines, the Theater Missile Defense
System, and the attempt fo revise  Ariile Nine of the Japanese
Consttution (renunciation of war clause). The Japanese government should
pay official reparations to the vietims in Korea and other parts of Asia
during the Japanese colonial rule and oceupation.

We believe these issues need urgent attention. Action is needed at the
grassroots and the highest levels of the international community.

Gyung-Lan Jung, Women Making Peace, South Korea
Yong-Han Kim, People’s Action for the Revision of SOFA, South Korea
Akihiko Kimijima, Hague Appeal for Peace-Japan

Yoko Furuyama, Peace Boat, Japan

Hiroshi Katsumori, The Article Nine Society-Japan

John H. Kim, Veterans for Peace-New York Chapter

Randall Forsberg, Institute for Defense and Disarmament Studies, US.
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