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Climbing down from the Nuclear Monster

— a Callenging Necessity for Peace and Security

Rebecca Johnson
International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons, UK
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36) (94%) The Six Parties committed to joint efforts for lasting peace and stability in Northeast Asia. The directly
related parties will negotiate a permanent peace regime on the Korean Peninsula at an appropriate separate
forum. The Six Parties agreed to explore ways and means for promoting security cooperation in Northeast Asia.

37) (9%) During this year that marks the 65" anniversary of the Armistice, South and North Korea agreed to
actively pursue trilateral meets involving the two Koreas and the United States, or quardrilateral meetings
involving the two Koreas, the United States and China, with a view to declaring an end to the war and
establishing a permanent and solid peace regime.
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Feminist must support Korean Peace Process for a
Decolonized and Demilitarized Korean Peninsula

Kozue Akibayashi.
SHOJEAXNFAHAY 21F, Japan
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The Korean Peace Treaty as a major step to
reverse the arms race in North East Asia

Kin Chi Lau
(Professor of Global University for
Sustainability, Hongkongd/China)
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2FH. o &t OIAH, Wolot=E7|
2H 2) What are the challenges for women working as mediators?

What are the lessons learned from their experiences? Are there
success stories we can build upon?

Alice Nderitu
Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue, Kenya
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Keynote Address 1

Peace on the Korean Peninsula Created by

Women after the April 27 Panmunjom Declaration:

Suggestions for Sustainable Peace on the Korean Peninsula and
throughout the Entire World

Sung Eun Kim
(Chairperson, Women Making Peace)

April 27, 2018 was a historic day for us all. It was the day when
President Moon Jae—in of the Republic of Korea and Chairman Kim Jong
Un of the State Affairs Commission of the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea jointly proclaimed the “Panmunjom Declaration for Peace, Prosperity
and Unification of the Korean Peninsula” at the Peace House at
Panmunjom, a site that symbolizes 65 years of division. The two leaders
solemnly declared to the world that there would be no more war on the
Korean Peninsula and that a new era of peace would begin, helping to
bring to fruition the poignant wishes of 80 million Korean people on both
sides of the DMZ. It is people—especially women who place the greatest
value on life, mutual respect, and coexistence—who can most thoroughly
verify and monitor matters such as the level and scope of North Korea’s
denuclearization requested by the US, Washington’s incentives for
disarmament, the process as well as pace of denuclearization, and the
broader issue of global disarmament. Moving forward, women from the
South and North must work in solidarity as well as join forces with
women from China, Japan, and Russia so that a peace community can be
established on the Korea peninsula. In this regard, in the spirit of the May
24 International Women's Day for Peace and Disarmament and of the April
27 Panmunjom Declaration, we women who have gathered here today
suggest that a declaration encouraging “global nuclear disarmament for
world peace” must be proclaimed. At the same time, we strongly believe
that social justice and the culture of peace led by women must proliferate.
The Panmunjom Declaration is not a mere declaration for peace between
the two Koreas; it is a declaration for lasting peace in East Asia and
throughout the entire world, a declaration that purges the last remnants of
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the Cold War regime created by world powers. Here, we should note that
what initiated the Panmunjom Declaration was the completely non-violent
and peaceful civil revolution in 2016 that began with orderly marches of
demonstrators with warm candlelight throughout the winter. The candlelight
revolution was a true example of the UN’s Culture of Peace.
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Keynote Address 2
Ushering in a New Era of Peace and Feminist
Future

Mairead Maguire
(Nobel Peace Laureate, Peace People
Northern Ireland)

Dear Friends, Good Morning - Jo—eun—achim—-imnida,

[ am very happy to be back in Korea and would like to thank the
Organizers for their kind invitation. [ have very happy memories when,
three years ago (2015) I participated in the visit of Women Cross the
DMZ. We visited Pyongyang, and Kaesong and then crossed the DMZ to
participate in peace events in Seoul. [ was very moved by the great
kindness shown to us all by our North Korean hosts and by all the women
when we marched in Pyongyang and Kaesong with 7,000 of our Korean
Sisters. They had a passion for peace and Korean reunification and called
for a Peace Treaty, reunification of divided families and women's leadership
in Peacebuilding. Three years later we are now on the verge of a Peace

Treaty!

Today, 1 am deeply moved to be here in Seoul and to stand in solidarity
with you all, at this Conference as you gather to discuss how to support
the Peace Process and ensure that a peace agreement is signed that reflects
your interests in a postwar Korean Peninsula. As we participate in this
Symposium we celebrate that it is International Women's Day for Peace and
Disarmament, and as we participate in a DMZ peace walk on Saturday
26th of May, it will be an opportunity to demonstrate International
women's solidarity with Koreans and in support for the peace process and
to join our voices with our Korean brothers and Sisters proclaiming to the
World ,’the War in the Korean Peninsular is over. This vision of peace is
not wishful thinking, it is do—able - Peace is possible! However, I believe,
to get peace, we must reject violence and war in all its forms, and believe
passionately that Peace is possible. Peace also is not only a vision and a
right for the people of Korea, it is a vision and a right for people wherever

they live to be able to live in peace in their homes, in their societies.
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However, in order to have Peace, we are each challenged to take up our
responsibility, be brave and courageous, and work with all, men and
women, boys and girls, to build peace, and to reject fear and violence.

When people get caught up in the cycle of fear and violence, it takes
courageous leadership to take risks for peace and break the cycle of
violence. When such courageous leadership occurs, the world rejoices and
the sun comes out from behind the dark clouds of fear, despair and
growing pessimism that things will never change. Such bravery pushes us all
into a new space, a place of new possibilities for peace. It renews our
hope and waters our souls with belief in ourselves and others that, 'yes
things can change, we can each be brave, be leaders, and do something for
peace! Many of us around the world who watched the Inter—Koren Summit
on April 27th, 2018 in Panmunjom, were deeply moved, by  the
inspirational scenes when President Moon Jae—in, and Chairman Kim, shook
hands and stepped together across the DMZ thus taking brave steps into a
new future full of great new personal, political and economic possibilities
for the Korean people. This was truly an emotional and magnificent
moment, and it will go down in history as a great unifying act of peace
and reconciliation of Korean brothers and sisters in the Korean Peninsula.

To listen to their speeches, and hear North/South Korean Leaders tell the
world that War in the Korean Peninsula is over, and it is over on the
Korean peoples terms as it has been done by the Korean people
themselves. Also to give Korean leadership on a programme for a Peace
Settlement, denuclearism, disarmament and building the peace was truly
inspirational for many of us. As Political Leaders they have lead by
example and put their differences aside for the good of Korea and its
people. They have both put a lot on the line and need all our support for
their peace efforts. But the Korean people, must be vigilant as I am sure
they are well aware, as we all are, there are those geo—political forces, who
do not want peace and as they have done in the past and will continue to
do, and keep the Korean people divided and separated, for their own selfish
and greedy geo—political interests.

In 1976 in our own situation in Northern Ireland, we were trapped in a

cycle of wviolence and it seems we were spiraling into all out
ethnic/political civil war. However, when three young Maguire children,
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died as a result of the violence, thousands of people, mostly women, took
to the streets demanding an end to violence, by state and non-state actors,
and a nonviolent peaceful settlement to the problems with which we were
faced. Their message was clear and they said ,there will not be a
paramilitary, or a military solution to our problems, we have to solve these
differences, through dialogue, negotiation, compromise, and reaching a
win/win solution for all the Northern Irish people. We started at the
grassroots encouraging people to start listening to each other, respecting the
other person and not, demonizing the other, or using rhetoric which was
disrespectful of others, simply because they had different religious/ political/
cultural/ sexual/ etc and beliefs. Accepting diversity and plurality and
learning to live with each other in a multi—cultural/ multi—ethnic world is
the challenge before us all wherever we live. Forgiveness too is an
important element in peacemaking and is a key to peace. We have all hurt
each other, both individually and collectively but saying, sorry will help the
healing process for both people and countries, and its a small price to pay
to lay the foundations of friendship and harmony so necessary for our own

and our families mental and spiritual wellbeing.

In moving from a culture of violence to a culture of peace, we need to
study the Science of Peace, both in theory and practise and teach
non—killing, nonviolence and conflict resolution at every level of our
societies. We join with others in working for a demilitarized disarmed
world, as we believe it is only by abolishing militarism, weapons, nuclear
weapons and wars we can truly all together build a healthy environment
and a safe future for our children. In our peace movement, we are working
with many others to change government policies to policies which enrich
and safeguard human security, i.e. education, health, environment and etc.
during our Peace process women played a critical and decision making role
at the negotiating table insisting on all inclusive, unconditional talks, and
respect for all across the genders. We have been blessed to see an end to
Northern Ireland’s violent conflict but acknowledge too that post conflict
peacebuilding is a work in progress.

In conclusion, I wish the Korean people every success as they build a

unified peaceful Korean Peninsular. I encourage the International community

- 163 -



Kexnote Sgeeches

of peacemakers to support the Korean Leaders and people in their long
hard struggle for peace. Peace does not come easily but with dedication,
hard work and courage, which the Korean people have in abundance! It
will come! I believe that each and every Korean has a duty and the power
to guarantee the success of this momentous moment in history of ending

war in the Korean Peninsular.

Thank you, Peace and happiness to you all!
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Presentation 1)

April 3", Gangjeong, and Women’ s voice

Choi, Sung-hee
(Gangjeong village international
team, Jeju, Koreal

In the writing, there are three questions: (1) Why do we need feminism
view on the Jeju April 3rd upon the 70th year of Jeju April3rd uprising
and massacre; (2) Gangjeong is Jeju Apri 13rd. But at the same time, it is
not. Why? (3) Why do we need denuclearization and demilitarization of
Jeju for the establishment of peace in Northeast Asia?

Firstly, one of the sorry things in President Moon Jae—in's 70th year
memorial address is ‘absence of women.” To realize ‘Our future for peace
and human rights’ which he emphasized as a conclusion in memorial

writing, we need a view of feminism.

Secondly, why Gangjeong is April 3rd? Gangjeong and April 3rd is
essentially same with each other in the senses of resistance and historic
background —the causeof resistance. Unless Gangjeong is recognized as
another April 3rd, ‘complete’ solution of 4-3 is distant. The violent nature
of Jeju navy base should be widely and deeply perceived. It should be
certainly closed. Both struggle of 4-3 and Gangjeong is on the continuous
line of history: Jeju Islanders’ endless struggle toward ‘life and peace
community.’

Thirdly, why do we need denuclearization and demilitarization of Jeju for
the establishment of peace in Northeast Asia? the concept of Peace Island
of Jeju started to be discussed in 1991. From the beginning, it was based
on neutralization or denuclearization of Jeju. However, advocates of
‘Demilitarized Peace Island’ in the early period ‘begun to gradually
retrograde to the security logic of cold era, ‘peace by military force’ and
finally arrived to ‘sophistry that it is possible that Peace Island and military
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base can coexist. As such, the discussion on the Island of Peace which
started ‘from the up’” was concluded in the opposite direction of completion
of Jeju navy base. As if it is not enough, the 2nd Jeju airport project is
being processed despite the opposition by local people. Militarization is
underway throughout the whole Jeju Island. It is the time that we earnestly
consider discussion on the demilitarized Peace Island again. ‘from the
bottom,” joined especially by women. One of those steps is ‘denuclearization
campaign.” We should also watch the move of UN Command and NATO.
On March 30, Gangjeong villagers expressed by vote their opposition to the
navy's invitation plan of International Fleet Review in the Jeju navy base.
Finally, we need solidarity by women for anti—base, anti-war and life &

peace across regions.
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Presentation 2)

Role of Women for Peacebuilding

Mary-Wynne Ashford
(International Physicians for the
Prevention of Nuclear War)

"It was the best of times; it was the worst of times'. Charles Dickens
wrote about Paris and London in the French Revolution, but his words
echo today for North and South Korea. It is the best of times because
there is finally hope for the peaceful reunification of the Korean Peninsula,
and hope for an end to sixty—five years of war.

It is the worst of times because the threat of nuclear war between the US
and North Korea is real and terrifying. War has separated North and South
Korea, divided families and kept North Koreans under embargoes for 65
years. The suffering of North Koreans under the current sanctions is a
humanitarian disaster. Sanctions are described by their supporters as
diplomatic tools to be used instead of military strikes. Sanctions are not
tools of diplomacy. They are tools of war — cruel, barbaric tools of war.
They are tools of war that disproportionately strike women, children, the
sick, and the elderly - the weakest and most vulnerable members of
society.

When I was in North Korea in 1999 and again in 2000, I led a
delegation of leaders of the International Physicians for the Prevention of
Nuclear War, meeting with North Korean doctors to discuss the
humanitarian consequences of nuclear war.

Doctors know that in case of nuclear war, medicine has nothing
meaningful to offer.

Because the DPRK was still recovering from floods and famine, we took

with us humanitarian aid in the form of $50,000 USD of an antibiotic
called Ciprofloxacin, donated by an American Pharmaceutical company.
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We visited the hospital in Pyongyang and saw the consequences of the
severe shortage of electricity on hospital care. Modern Western medicine
requires electricity for almost every procedure from the pumps for IV
solutions to the CT scanners, X—-Ray and ultrasound machines and
diagnostic laboratory tests. Surgery requires electricity for lights, anaesthetic

machines, monitors, laser equipment, laparoscopes and so on.

We were taken by van to the paediatric hospital in Kaesong City. We
were literally the only vehicle on a six lane divided highway. In
Pyeongyang, most of the vehicles were for the humanitarian agencies like
UNICEF, and the Red Cross. At night the city was in total darkness.

Because the doctors could no longer practice Western Medicine, they were
using Traditional Korean Medicine in order to offer whatever they could to
their patients. They were using the hospital corridor to dry ginseng in the
absence of the medicines previously available. The diagnostic lab was not in
operation because of the lack of reagents. Diabetes and other chronic
diseases could not be treated.

Today the situation is much worse. Rubber gloves, sterile operating room
gowns, scalpel blades, suture materials, spare parts and medications are not
available because of the sanctions. Disposable items are saved and re—used
with risk to patients. Scalpel blades are rusty, dull and dangerous. Current
medical journals and texts are not available. How will children be
immunized against the common childhood diseases like measles, whooping
cough, diphtheria and polio? Pneumonia and measles become deadly

diseases in malnourished children.

The lack of oil affects food production because pumps cannot be used in
the rice paddies, produce cannot be transported by trucks into the city,
fertilizers are not available, and food cannot be processed. People must be
on foot instead of in buses. The resulting food shortages affect women and
children disproportionately because pregnant women require extra prenatal
nutrition to sustain the growth and development of the fetus, and, after
delivery, sufficient calories to be able to nurse and care for the baby.
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Sanctions were not supposed to have severe effects on the civilian
population. Paragraph 26 of the recent Resolution 2375, passed in
September 2017, explicitly states that UN sanctions against the DPRK:

are not intended to have adverse humanitarian consequences for the
civilian population of the DPRK or to affect negatively or restrict those
activities, including economic activities and cooperation, food aid and
humanitarian assistance, that are not prohibited (-=**-) and the work of
international and non-governmental organizations carrying out assistance
and relief activities in the DPRK for the benefit of the civilian population
of the DPRK.”

This statement disregards the lessons of history. The effects of sanctions
are well known because they were used against Iraq, where they caused the
deaths of hundreds of thousands of children.

In North Korea in winter, the lack of electricity makes cooking and
heating very difficult. In rural areas, wood is cut for heating and cooking,
resulting in deforestation in mountainous areas at risk of floods.
Infrastructure repairs require oil for equipment and rebuilding after flood
damage. When humanitarian aid organizations order medical equipment,
blankets and supplies, distributors are reluctant to fill the orders lest the
shipments be turned back. Sometimes they substitute lower quality items for
the materials ordered.

UNICEF reports that under the current sanctions on the DPRK, some
60,000 children will die. Children who survive will be malnourished and
suffer stunting. Stunting causes permanent consequences, including brain
damage. The 2017 UNICEF report states that 28 per cent of all children

aged five and under already suffer from moderate to severe stunting.

The international community must demand an end to this humanitarian
crisis. The UN agreement, "Responsibility to Protect” states that when a
country is unwilling or unable to protect its citizens, the responsibility to
protect falls on the international community. We must take this

responsibility seriously and ensure that humanitarian aid and workers are
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able to get into North Korea urgently, and that international banking and
money transfer systems be restored. North Koreans must be allowed to

work abroad and transfer their earnings to their families.

Ending sanctions must not wait for the conclusion of negotiations and
plans for a Peace Treaty and reunification. Humanitarian work and
confidence building measures, exchange visits for training and education,

and family reunification can begin as part of the peacebuilding process.

Women must be involved in all stages of resolution of this conflict and
the peacebuilding process. Adherence to UN Security Council Resolution
1325 on women, peace and security is essential to ensure that the transition
toward peace is inclusive and stable. The global Study reviewing fifteen
years of 1325 UNSCR implementation provides comprehensive evidence that
women's equal and meaningful participation in peace and security efforts is

vital to sustainable peace.

The role of women in reducing armed conflict is well known today and
the importance of including women's rights in post conflict peacebuilding is
very clear. The status of women in a society affects the likelihood that a
state will choose military options in foreign policy.

The longer women have had the vote, the less likely the state will go to
war. (Caprioli)

Here are a series of conditions that each lead to a fivefold decrease in the

likelihood of the use of military violence.

increasing the number of years of women having the vote

increasing the number of women in parliament by 5%.

decreasing the fertility rate by one—third (fertility encompasses level
of education, economic opportunities, political rights, and overall social
status)

Increasing the proportion of women in the labor force by 5%,

When men and women work together on peacebuilding, the men have

been observed to focus on more on pragmatic details, and the women on
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relationship building. Both genders are necessary, and the outcome is
stronger when both perspectives are brought into the discussions.

Canada's Foreign Minister, Chrystia Freeland stated: "The path to peace
needs empowered women. Where women are included in peace processes,
peace is more enduring; where women are included in the economy,
economic growth is consistently higher; and where women are included in

governance, states are more inclusive and more stable.”

As the peace process evolves we know there will be obstacles and
resistance during the transitional period. This is a time when North Korea
must be brought into the world community again and South Korea must be
supported in this re—integration. Education and employment, economic
development, and even cultural differences may prove difficult, but
commitment to build trust and cooperation can lead to positive outcomes
and stability. This is the time for professional and cultural exchanges,
tourism, shared economic ventures and transition to sustainable energy. This

is the time for women to step forward to lead and inspire the world.

Caprioli, Mary, 2000. ‘Gendered Conflict’, Journal of Peace Research
37(1): 51-68

- 173 -



2 Session

Presentation 3)

Current status of Anti-Personnel Mines and Peace on
the Korean Peninsula Created by Women

Ko Eun Kwang-soon
[Representative, Peace Mothers of Korea)

1. Landmine — a thunderbolt on the ground! The cheapest and meanest
killing weapon! Landmines began to be widely used in 1939 during World
War II.

2. The types of landmines found in Korea and the most problematic
anti—personnel landmine: the M14. After the armistice agreement was
signed, over 2.5 million landmines were installed by both South and North
Korea. These landmines are not confined within the Demilitarized Zone
(DMZ): There are over 75,000 landmines installed in 39 locations across
South Korea (including Seoul and Busan). As South Korea’s Ministry of
Defense removes about 500 landmines annually, the complete removal
process is expected to take 489 years. There have been a total of over
1,000 landmine victims since the armistice in 1953, and 80 percent of these
victims are civilians. Here are some of the challenges in removing
landmines: The M14 is made out of plastic, so it does not decompose and
is difficult to detect. It's also small and lightweight, so it can easily be
swept away by floodwater. April 4 is the “International Day of Mine
Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action” designated by the United
Nations. So far, the US. and both Koreas have yet to ratify the UN’s
Anti—Personnel Mine Ban Convention. Washington’s official position is that
anti—personnel landmines are necessary on the Korean Peninsula. More than
110 million landmines are currently installed around the world, claiming
over 15,000 new victims annually. (Source: ICBL/KCBL) The movement
against anti—personnel landmines is both a humanitarian movement and a
disarmament movement (the reduction and closing of U.S. military bases in
South Korea, wholesale removal of landmines, etc.). We need to find
eco—friendly ways to remove landmines in the DMZ that can preserve its

ecological purity. Women of all nations! Unite until the last weapons
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factory on Earth closes its doors! Love and peace are needed for life and

living!
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Presentation 4)

Climbing down from the Nuclear Monster
— a challenging necessity for peace and security

Rebecca Johnson

(International Campaign to Abolish
Nuclear Weapons (ICAN, UK )

Can you imagine if nuclear weapons were used anywhere in North or
South Korea? It's possible, we know. But the actual impacts and feelings

are too terrible for most people to really think about.

What if it's your home city that has been blown up in a gigantic fireball?
Or, if nuclear bombs destroyed another city, other families and the

perpetrators said they did this in your name, on behalf of your security?

Nuclear war, radioactive poisoning, nuclear winter, billions dying of

starvation-:* are unthinkable; and yet we have to think about them.

Now I want you to imagine that we have stopped these weapons of mass
annihilation being used, anywhere in the world. Imagine that we have

banned and eliminated nuclear weapons.
We're half way there.

Last year, 122 UN member states adopted the Treaty on the Prohibition
of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) after intense negotiations chaired by
Ambassador Elayne Whyte Gomez of Costa Rica.  The International
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) received the Nobel Peace
Prize for our collective efforts to build a diverse network of over 400
NGOs in a hundred countries to persuade so many governments to face
down the bullying of the nine nuclear—-armed states. Together we enacted a

powerful new treaty that clearly bans nuclear weapons for everyone.
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This Treaty is now part of the international non-proliferation and
disarmament regime and contributes to International Humanitarian Law. It

can be a powerful tool to help us get rid of nuclear weapons.

Before I go on to discuss the Korean context, where nuclear weapons
have played a dangerous role since the 1950s, I want to describe this
ground—breaking Treaty in more detail, as its adoption has been the subject

of much misinformation and misunderstanding.
The 2017 Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons

The new UN Treaty derives its moral force from the humanitarian
consequences of nuclear weapons.  Recognising the suffering caused to the
Hibakusha of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and indigenous people affected by
nuclear testing, the Treaty makes clear that there are no legitimate uses of
these abhorrent weapons. It enshrines victims' rights and, for the first time,
acknowledges the gendered impacts of nuclear technologies and radiation.
And, indeed, women have been at the forefront of imagining, organising
and achieving this Nuclear Prohibition Treaty.

Under the Treaty it is prohibited to use, threaten to use, develop, test,
produce, manufacture, otherwise acquire, possess or stockpile nuclear
weapons or other nuclear explosive devices. There are further prohibitions
on transferring and receiving nuclear weapons and technologies, allowing
anyone to deploy or station nuclear weapons, and encouraging or assisting
any others to commit acts that are prohibited by the Treaty.

The Treaty provides two basic legal mechanisms by which nuclear-armed
and nuclear—dependent (umbrella) states can comply and join the Treaty.
The end result - complete, verifiable and irreversible nuclear disarmament
- is the same, but the two different options provide alternative ways to
achieve it, which can be adapted to the particular security and political
conditions and sensitivities of the relevant nuclear—armed states and their
allies.

The Treaty does not create different classes of states parties, and offers
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constructive avenues that might work better for North Korea - and also
India, Pakistan and Israel - than the failed «calls to join the
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) as non-nuclear weapon states. On the
basis of non-discriminatory, universally—applicable prohibitions and
obligations, it puts all the nuclear armed states under more practical and
political pressures to disarm than they have previously faced. Some tried to
derail the process, fortunately without success. As the TPNW enters into
force and its provisions become law for the majority of states, it will

diminish the status and incentives that drive nuclear ambitions.

The Treaty will enter into legal force when 50 states have acceded.
Already 58 states have signed and 9 have ratified, so it is well on its way.
Once it enters into force, our moral recognition that any use of nuclear
weapons is a crime against humanity will become a legal reality, as it is for

the use of chemical and biological weapons.

If it is properly understood and used, this Treaty can be a strong and
effective tool for denuclearising the Korean Peninsula. It is consistent with
the long—standing goal of establishing a zone free of nuclear weapons in
North—East Asia, and provides the legal and normative underpinning for

enhancing global security and a world free of nuclear weapons.
Nuclear Weapons and Korea

Due to recent high profile testing of nuclear warheads and missiles, North
Korea's nuclear programme is famous, but that doesn't mean there is
reliable information on what weapons have actually been made or could be
used.

A bit of historical background is needed to provide context, as we resume
the difficult delicate diplomatic dance for disarmament and peace.

It is horrifying to recall that in 1950 senior US policymakers wanted to
use nuclear bombs in the Korean War. Wiser heads prevented such an
atrocity, but from 1958 it was decided to deploy US nuclear weapons in

South Korea. The South also pursued its own nuclear programme, even
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after signing the NPT in 1968. US and diplomatic pressure helped to end
this, formalised by Seoul's ratification of the NPT in 1975.

Land—based nuclear weapons were officially withdrawn in 1991, but over
25,000 US military personnel continue to serve in some 15 bases, and

nuclear—armed submarines and ships continue to patrol.

For several years, concerted local and international protests tried to halt
the construction of a large naval base at Gangjeong, Jeju Island. The
so—called "Jeju Civilian—-Military Complex Port" was driven by military
desires, notably for US sea—based missiles able to threaten China and North
Korea. This base is a tragic mistake that has cost the Jeju people far too
much in human, environmental and security terms, bringing greater risks for
the future.

From 2002, when George W. Bush named North Korea, Iran and Iraq as
an "Axis of Evil" before invading Iraq, it should have come as no surprise
to deterrence advocates that North Korea and Iran both accelerated their

nuclear programmes and production of fissile materials.

To build security without nuclear weapons we have to tackle the
problematic role of nuclear deterrence. A mad dash to acquire - or
appear to acquire — nuclear weapons fits classical deterrence theory as a
rational response to the threats inherent in the Bush regime's policies and
rhetoric.  But nuclear deterrence beliefs and policies are major drivers of

proliferation.

With the 1994 Agreed Framework dead, Six Party Talks were tried, but
these ceased in 2009. North Korea announced its withdrawal from the NPT
in 2003. Its ensuing high profile testing of missiles and warheads increased
the threats and insecurity felt by South Korea and Japan. This in turn
bound them closer to US nuclear and missile defence interests and
dependence on so-—called extended deterrence and US military policies,
creating an offence—defence spiral of threats and counter threats that
brought North—East Asia — and the world - closer to nuclear war.
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Looking Forward

Labelling North Korea, Iran and Iraq ‘evil’ in 2002 was rhetoric in a
presidential speech meant to psych Americans up for launching war on
[rag. Yet its dangerous consequences are still blighting our global security
today.

We cannot allow this to happen again. The recent nuclear threats
bandied around by Donald Trump, Vladimir Putin and Kim Jong—un have

reminded the world that there are no safe hands for these unsafe weapons.

That's why they are being outlawed at last, and through the Nuclear
Prohibition Treaty we will be able to hold individual leaders and others
along the decision-making chain accountable for crimes against humanity if

nuclear weapons are threatened or used again.

We have a new chance to bring about peace and disarmament.
Presidents Moon Jae—in and Kim Jong—un have set the ball rolling, and we
have to hope that Donald Trump will move it in a peace—enhancing

direction as well.

After six nuclear tests, the recent announcement that North Korea would
halt all nuclear warhead and missile testing and close down its nuclear test
site is welcomed. Even if Kim Jong—un is making a virtue of necessity
because the Punggye—ri test site has become dangerously damaged, all sides
should seize this opportunity to lock the offers and promises into law and

action.

An obvious first step is to persuade North Korea to join the
Comprehensive  Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) and enable the CTBT
Organisation's inspectors to verify the process of closing and cleaning up
the test site. To underpin these calls it's time for China and the United
States to show leadership and ratify the CTBT as well, having both signed
it in 1996. No more delays or excuses.

Diplomacy works best when it takes into account the psychologies of the
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protagonists and helps to shape positive interests and ambitions. Instead of
setting up barriers by endlessly stigmatising North Korea as a violator, we
need to think how to make comprehensive, verifiable and irreversible

denuclearisation into a cooperative undertaking for all states in the region.

One barrier is that North Korea now declares itself to be a "nuclear
weapon state’, a status that cannot be recognised under the NPT even if

the purpose is complete disarmament.

We have to understand why North Korea jumped onto the back of the
nuclear monster, and also that Kim Jong—un is clinging on for dear life,
proud of riding this monster but desperate to find a way to jump down
without losing face or getting devoured. So what can South Korea, the US
and the rest of us do to help him deal with his fears and climb down
safely?

In my view, two approaches offer a way to do this. One is the new UN
Nuclear Prohibition Treaty; and the other is a process to establish a
nuclear free zone covering the Korean Peninsula or perhaps North—East
Asia as a whole. Both can be pursued simultaneously, as they are mutually

reinforcing legal instruments, not rivals.

Pyongyang has long called for a nuclear weapon free zone covering the
Korean Peninsula, and in 1992 both Koreas agreed to some basic principles,
including that neither side would test, manufacture, produce, receive,
possess, store, deploy or use nuclear weapons. All of these activities are
now clearly prohibited in the TPNW.

By signing the Treaty, the relevant states could build mutual confidence
and benefit from the international framework being put in place to legally
embed and enforce its prohibitions.  The Treaty is likely to develop
monitoring and  oversight mechanisms, incorporating roles for the

International Atomic Energy Agency and CTBT Organisation.

The 1992 Joint Declaration on the Denuclearization of the Korean

Peninsula also decided that nuclear reprocessing and uranium enrichment
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facilities would be forbidden to both sides.  This too would build
confidence, and could be negotiated bilaterally or as part of nuclear—free

zone talks.

More recently, in 2016 Kim Jong—un set five conditions for
denuclearisation that apply more specifically to the United States. These are:
that Washington publicly disclose its nuclear weapons in South Korea;
remove and verify that US weapons are not present on US bases in South
Korea; guarantee not to re—deploy nuclear weapons in South Korea; assure
that the United States will not threaten or conduct a nuclear strike on
North Korea; and withdraw US troops authorized to use nuclear weapons
from South Korea. No doubt some or all of these will be raised during the
Summit with Donald Trump, and we have to hope that open minds will
look for ways to reassure all sides that such steps towards disarmament

and confidence—building will be worth discussing.
Conclusion

The stakes are high. We can now see that nuclear weapons are a
problem and not an asset. The fundamental obstacle to disarmament is the

value attached to nuclear weapons, including deterrence.

When the launch of a nuclear weapon is just one tantrum away,

deterrence is meaningless.

Disarmament is most likely to be achieved as progress is also made
towards demilitarisation, mutual security, peace and human rights.
Preconditions, however, should not be set in the negotiations as they tend
to create barriers, as they have done in the past.

When President Moon invited North Korean athletes to participate in a
joint Korean team for the winter Olympics he created a bridge.

When North Korea voted in favour of the 2016 UN resolution
establishing nuclear ban negotiations and Kim Jong—un spoke recently about

economic needs, they were sending important signals.
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When women imagined banning the bomb, we organised an unstoppable
movement that paved the way for the 2017 Treaty on the Prohibition of

Nuclear Weapons. Our challenge now is to make it work for regional as
well as global security.

We have a choice. Will we eliminate nuclear weapons or let nuclear
weapons eliminate us?
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Presentation 5)

A Northeast Asian Peace Created by Women

Kim Jeong-su

(Korea Women's Peace Institute of
Women Making Peace)

Peace on the Korean Peninsula is closely linked to peace in Northeast
Asia. While the Korean Peninsula is moving toward denuclearization and a
peace regime, its Northeast Asian neighbors (China, Japan, Russia, and the
U.S.) will seek to maximize their own national interests and to intervene as
stakeholders. As such, efforts must be made to build peace in Northeast
Asia, and in this regard, the establishment of a Northeast Asian multilateral
security regime and a Northeast Asian Common House can serve as one
model. Over the past three decades, women in Northeast Asia have reached
beyond national borders and national interests to work in solidarity and
cooperation. The Korean Peninsula is now witnessing the final chapter of
the Cold War regime while facing a great transformative era in global
history. It is our hope that women in Northeast Asia will make a wide

range of efforts to promote peace at this historic moment.
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Presentation 6)

Feminists must support the Korean Peace
Process for a Decolonized

Kozue Akibayashi Ed.D

(International President, Women's International League
for Peace and Freedom/ Professor, Doshisha University)

[ am sure everyone here is thrilled to be at the historic moment for the
hope for the peace on the Korean Peninsula. This is a long over—due
moment for the Korean people, also for all of us in the world. The conflict
on the Korean Peninsula has always been cited as the source of insecurity
and threat, justifying many military build-up plans and increasing
militarization in this region and beyond. This is the time for feminists to
support the peace process on the Korean Peninsula, and to call for
solidarity around the world. To do so, I hope to share my thoughts on the
meaning for us, feminist peace activists to be actively engaged in the
process by identifying key concepts that should guide the Korean Peace
Process: decolonization, demilitarization and gender equality.

The Korean War is a result of interlocking of colonialism, militarism and
sexism. The 70-year—long division of the Korean Peninsula has its origin in
the colonial rule of the Peninsula by Japan that started officially in 1910 by
the “annexation,” if not much earlier in the expansion of Japan in its
modern nation building process from the late 19th century onward. Under
the Japanese colonial rule, the Koreans were the colonial subject of the
Japanese Emperor, placed at the bottom of the social stratification of the
empire. They were deprived of their cultural and ethnic identity, their
language, or their own name. Under the colonial rule, many Koreans came
to Japan seeking for better life. Many other Koreans were forced to come
to Japan for cheap labor if they were ever paid. In Japan, they were a
subject of discrimination and various forms of violence, including the
massacre in the aftermath of the Great Kanto Earthquake in 1923 when
thousands of Koreans were killed by the Japanese because of the baseless
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rumor that Koreans had poisoned a well to retaliate against the Japanese.
This is only one example of the numerous cases of violence against the

Koreans by the Japanese.

Fast forward the history to 1945, the Korean Peninsula was supposed to
be "liberated" from the Japanese colonial rule as Japan was defeated by the
Allied Forces in the Asia—Pacific War. It was only an illusion. The power
and opportunity for self—determination of the Korean people was taken
away. Now they were under the direct US military occupation, the main
actor in the Allied Forces. The US occupation of Japan spared Japan from
being held accountable for the colonial rule of the Korean Peninsula and
other areas that Japan had colonized, creating the persistent source of
contention in the region for the following decades.

This is an evident part of the history of the region to the Koreans. But
this history is not a shared knowledge in Japan. The accounts of this aspect
of our history are not included in the history text books, thus not inscribed
in the national memory. For that, the gravest responsibility lies in Japan,
but it was also the political decision of the United States, the primary
designer of the post Asia—Pacific War polices towards the North East Asia
that prioritized stabilizing Japan to bringing justice to the colonialism in
the wake of the "Cold War". Continuing militarism prevailed, and it was
this militarism that had lead to the actual warfare of the Korean War.

Outside the Korean Peninsula, in the Japanese context, I would like to
draw your attention to the experiences of the two ethnic groups in Japan
who have been most affected by the Korean War. One is Zainichi
Koreans/Korean Diaspora in Japan and the Okinawan people. Both groups
of people were colonized by Japan as I described earlier around the 19th
century, and remained the target of racism and discrimination even to this

day.

Zainichi Koreans include the first generations and their descendants living
in Japan. As all the colonial subjects lost their Japanese nationality at the
conclusion of San Francisco Peace Treaty in 1952 when Japan regained its

sovereignty, among Zainichi Koreans there are those who maintained their
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Choseon nationality, which is the temporary naming of the status of those
who have their or ancestral roots in the Korean Peninsula, those who have
been naturalized into South Korea, and those who naturalized into Japan.
The division of the Korean Peninsula has direct impacts on the Zainichi
community that are also deeply divided within. The Japanese people have
always discriminated Zainichi, socially, politically and culturally. More
recently they are the target of open hostilities and violence. Hate crimes
have increased. The ethnic school in Kyoto where Zainichi children can
learn the language and the culture of their own was literally attacked by
the racist group in 2009. This violence has been tolerated in Japan in a
post—colonial situation. It has been tolerated because of the demonization of
North Korea, an essential element of the almost 70—year conflict. As many
of you know that women endure more burden in such situations in an
oppressed community, and Zainichi Korean community is not an exception.

It is only recently that Zainichi women started to raise their voice.

The Korean War has always been used as a justification of the military
build—ups and militarization in Japan. Those who were most affected is the
people of Okinawa, the southernmost archipelago that was also colonized
during the modernization period of Japan. They have always been identified
as the key military strategic location by Japan during the Asia—Pacific War
and then by the US military after the defeat of Japan. The US military
directly occupied Okinawa from 1945 to 1972 even after Japan went
independent in 1952, and the US military has been stationed in Okinawa
since then. The US military has occupied a large portion of their island, has
destroyed the environment, and violated the basic human rights. The
well-being, livelihood or even survival of the people of Okinawa have been
compromised as the governments of Japan and the United States have
claimed that US military preparedness has the priority because there is still
a war on the Korean Peninsula.

Some feminist peace movements in the region have called out about the
problem of the militarism, colonialism and sexism by addressing the issue of

sexual violence by the military.

In South Korea, there have been efforts to bring justice to the military
sexual slavery by the Japanese imperial military during the Asia—Pacific
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War, "Comfort Women" problem or "Comfort Station System'. Thousands of
women and girls, the majority of whom are from the Korean Peninsula,
were made sexual slavery in the military strategy of the Japanese imperial
military. This is a clear case of manifestation of militarism, colonialism and
sexism. Under the US military presence, the "comfort station" system was
again created around the US military bases. They are called "US Military
Comfort Women" and the system have been in operation since the Korean
War period to the present day. Both problems have also used as a political
bargain chip to solidify the military alliance of the US. SK and Japan.

In Okinawa where direct combat was waged between the US military and
the Japanese imperial military during the Asia—Pacific War, Comfort Stations
were established at over 100 locations. It was both women from the
Korean peninsula and local Okinawan women in licensed prostitution who
were taken to the "comfort stations." Since the US military has landed on
their island during the war, sexual assaults by the US military against the
people of Okinawa has never stopped. Not a single year passed by in

Okinawa without sexual assault by US military since then.

It is clear to us in feminist peace movements in the region that militarism
and colonialism have continued to reign in the region, reinforced by sexism.
The feminist perspective has offered to analyze the interlocking structure of

multiple oppression in which women, the marginalized, have suffered more.

Unfortunately, international feminist peace movements have not been very
active in calling for the end of the Korean War explicitly, although there
have been many efforts to call for women's full and meaningful
participation in conflict resolution or prevention. Women's International
League for Peace and Freedom have advocated for realization of feminist
peace. Now is the time for a global feminist peace movement to support
the Korean Peace Process. We will make our voice, the voice of the global
feminist peace movement heard to end the Korean War, that is to ensure
the liberation of the people of the Korean Peninsula and Korean diaspora,

and to create a demlitarized and decolonized Korean Peninsula and world.
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Presentation 7]

The Korean Peace Treaty as a major step
to reverse the arms race in Northeast Asia

Kin Chi Lau

(Peace Women Across the Globe)

Any person with common sense would be aware that the current arms
race and the threat of nuclear war will possibly lead to the destruction not
only of humanity, but of all life on earth, and even the earth itself. We are
the 99% common people, we know that the fuse of nuclear war could be
lighted by the 1% elite with vested interest. Instead of peaceful relations of
cohabitation, which is the soil for the proliferation of trust and cooperation,
those who are supposed to be, and themselves claim to be, our guardians
seek to create and perpetuate conflicts, tensions and wars, that is, an
environment conducive to the increasing investment in the research of
techniques and technologies of inevitable destruction. Instead of trust, they
breed mistrust; instead of love, hatred; instead of cooperation, conspiracy
and destructive competition. Instead of promoting the health of society and
humanity, they poison not only the earth, but also the minds and social
relations, instituting insecurity as the ground of all relations, tearing societies
apart by the continual production of all forms of separation and
polarization.

For over seven decades since the use of atomic bombs at the end of
World War 1II, the so—called balance of terror strategy, which justifies the
continuous investment of exorbitant resources into the production of
weapons of mass destruction, is based on the logic of MAD - mutually
assured destruction. The arms race - with its research, production and
usage of weapons — is not only a gigantic wastage of resources on earth,
but also a speeding towards death. Since the late 1940s, humanity has
narrowly escaped a nuclear war or the Third World War, though regional
and local wars have never ceased in different parts of the world. Common
wealth which could, and should, have been used for improving people’s
livelihood and well-being has been deployed for destruction. Today, the
world is ruled by financial capital hand in hand with the military—industrial
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complex with its base in the major powers, especially USA. The arms race
protects not the security of the common people, but the interest of a
privileged minority. This privileged minority, composed of transnational
corporations and the leadership of powerful nations, deploys, or threatens to
deploy, military force to protect the security of their scramble for natural
resources, control over territories, and domination in the globalized finance.
The 1% minority prevails over the 99% majority not only by force, but
also by lies, and blackmails. We the 99% are told to rally behind the
war—mongering elite which professes to give us security through preventive
or combative measures against the “enemy”. We are told to give up our
judgement and give in to the security needs of our nation—states, accepting
austerity measures, accepting the devastation of our environment, accepting
to be sacrificed.

However, we, the many women’s peace organizations and networks
present here today, along with numerous peace movements across the globe,
declare our lucid position: we want life, not death; need, not greed; good,
not evil; reciprocity, not violence; peace, not war. We reject the blackmails
that attempt to coerce us to support the arms race and the MAD. We are
committed to prevent wars at all costs, and to eliminate the conditions that
fuel wars. We salute the efforts of peace activists, especially those in South
Korea, for the decades of work in the struggle for lasting peace and good
governance, culminating in the Candlelight Revolution, which has
contributed to the current advances for peace on the Korean Peninsula.

The Korean Armistice Agreement signed on 27 July 1953 by USA, North
Korea and China has not been followed up by a Peace Treaty. For 65
years since the Agreement, the Korean Peninsula has remained a site of
military tension and conflict. There are reportedly 15 United States military
bases in South Korea alone, and many more in Japan and the Asia—Pacific
region. This is the primary factor of instability in the region. The
deployment of THAAD (Terminal High Altitude Area Defense) missile
system beginning in March 2017 spurred high tension on the Korean
Peninsula and in Northeast Asia. It is a great relief when, on 27 April
2018, the Panmunjom Declaration for Peace, Prosperity and Unification on
the Korean Peninsula was signed by President Moon Jae—in of South Korea
and Chairman Kim Jong—un of North Korea. Hopes are now high for
South Korea and North Korea to move towards complete denuclearization
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and formalization of a full peace treaty, with unification in prospect.

The wish of the 99% has never been so explicit: we do not permit
war—mongering aggressions leading to catastrophic regional and global wars
to be launched with any kind of excuse. Denuclearization of the Korean
Peninsula will be a hopeful first step, which must be followed by
denuclearization globally. The current encouraging step moves towards
reversing the logic of the arms race that institutes a state of exception as
the everyday reality in which the question of “national security” overrides
questions of law, rights of the people, and democracy. Such a logic turns
the question of security as a collective concern into a privatized concern,
determined by a few selected elites through secretive decision making
mechanisms; the people are expected to passively accept a fate thrust upon

us.

Therefore, the move is encouraging because it is a sign of a changing of
minds of ruling elites. However, to reverse the race to death, the race to
plunder the 99% and to plunder nature, it falls upon all, not only those
claiming to be our guardians, to say No to arms race, No to the race to
death. The system pursuing arms race diverts gifts and talents of humanity
from devoting to the well-being of humanity as a whole, not just the 1%,
while the monopoly of financial capital with its systemic crises creates an
increasingly harsh and hostile environment against commitment to long—term
efforts working for the common good. Gifts and talents are trapped in the
whirlwind of short term private gains. The two together not only aggravates
our situation of being dragged deeper and deeper into systemic crises, such
a path of so—called Development and Progress is not sustainable for its
energy dependence, addicted to fossil fuel and nuclear energy, while all it
serves is the short—sightedness of private gains, and the destruction of
nature’s cycle for regeneration. This means that the concern for the arms
race today must also take seriously the ecological crisis confronting us now,
for it complicates our struggle for peace by confronting us with the

question whether we can survive the man—made ecological crises.
Thus, for us the 99%, the question of security is a collective concern,

with the well-being and agency of the people placed in the centre. The
basis of both socio—economic and ecological sustainability follows a logic of
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justice, wherein communities organize their interdependence in productive
and creative cooperation, defending their commons for livelihood and
bonding. This is not the logic of so—called Development and Progress which
inevitably privileges a minority against the majority, with an inherent

aggression fueling war and destruction.

For humanity to have a future, for life on earth to sustain, we need the
powerful intervention of the 99%. In this articulation of peace movements
and ecological and livelihood movements for another world which is
possible, we can learn a lot from women’s struggles for peace, that is,
struggle for peaceful cohabitation among persons and peoples, as well as for

forms of life at peace with nature.
In the name of our children, let us work together to build a world free

from nuclear weapons, free from fear, greed and hatred, a world of justice,

peace and love.

- 192 -



Round Table 1
Women and Militarism

1) Kalama Niheu
2) Cindy Wiesner
3) Lisa Natividad
4) Medea Benjamin







2018 International Women’s Peace Sxmgosium

Round Table 1-Presentation 1)

A Kanaka Maoli/Korea Alliance for Justice

Kalamaoka'aina Niheu, MD

(Ohana Koa-Nuclear Free and
Independent Pacific Hawaii)

Aloha ‘aina. Kalamaoka'aina Kil Soon Niheu keia.

My name is Kalamaoka'aina Niheu. 1 was named in the tradition of our
Kanaka Maoli people to honor my ancestors and mark a significant time
in for our people. Kil Soon is the name gifted to me in honor of my
mother's Korean ancestors. Our family was amongst the first to come to
Hawaii during a brief period between 1903 and 1905. Kalamaoka'aina, my
first name means The Fire that Feeds Us, a name in honor of my Kanaka
Maoli father and the Kalama Valley Struggle, a struggle that brought my
parents together. A struggle that is now recognized as the birthplace of the
Hawaiian Renaissance, the rebirth of Kanaka Maoli culture and people.
The struggle inspired our fight to illuminate the dark places where our
people were left to die after the overthrow of our Kingdom in 1893. The
overthrow [ refer to is the 1893 act of war by the United States against the
peaceful, neutral, and internationally recognized Kingdom of Hawaii at the
behest of a small number of white businessmen. One hundred years later,
on November 23, 1993, Congress recognized that the overthrow was indeed
an illegal act and apologized to the Native Hawaiian community on behalf
of the United States.

Tragically Kalama Valley was destroyed, but that struggle paved the way
for other struggles against U.S. occupation in Hawaii including Wai'ahole,
Waikane, Kahana Valley, and Kaho'olawe, and many more. All were
ahupua'a earmarked for destruction and clearance in the 1970's, but were
instead preserved through people’s struggle, occupation, and community

education.

Climate Change and the Military
Kanaka Maoli are intimately familiar with the intensity of militarization
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and the normalization of U.S. imperial violence. The United States Pacific
Command (US PACOM), located on O’ahu, is responsible for coordinating
US troops over more than 50 percent of the earth’s surface. The area
stretches from the west coast of the US to the western border of India, and
from Antarctica to the North Pole, encompassing 36 countries as well as 20
territories and possessions.

According to the U.S. Department of Defense, in 2009, the combined
services in Hawaii had 113 military installations for a total of 231,560
acres. In my home of O'ahu, the military controls 22 percent of the island.
Tanks and military convoys line our highways; lands filled with unexploded
ordnance from military exercises impede our traditional gathering rights;
water is diverted from its natural course to feed military bases; the
booming of war games disturb our fishing on a regular basis; lands are
stolen. We are an occupied nation living in one of the most heavily

militarized places on the planet.

This military might goes hand in hand with protecting American economic
interests abroad. Hawaii is often the host for gatherings that marry the
two, most notably the Asia—Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) and the
Rim of the Pacific Exercise (RIMPAC). RIMPAC is the world’s largest
international maritime warfare exercise where military might is displayed,
trained, and traded. One of the most horrific exercises under RIMPAC is
the training of the Indonesian military that is currently engaged in the
active genocide of the peoples of West Papua.

In our home, military aggression is a never—ending adversary that fuels
the dangerous impacts of climate change. “The U.S. Department of Defense
is the single—largest consumer of fuel in the world. Despite rising fuel costs
and a limited supply of oil, the military's fuel consumption has been
growing in recent years. In World War II, the armed forces used about one
gallon of fuel per soldier every day. In Desert Storm, fuel usage was about
four gallons. By 2007, with operations in Iraq and Afghanistan, usage was
up to 16 gallons, or $3 million worth of fuel a day.” We see the impact of
climate change in the way the hungry tides are slowly eating at the edges
of our islands. If the trend continues, we know that our fate will be like
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that of our cousins in Kiribati and Tokelau. These Pacific Islands are much
lower lying atolls that are disappearing under the sea, the first victims of
sea level rise. Lower socioeconomic status is the single largest predictor of
enlisting in the military. The ranks of military aggression are filled with
youth who, due to poverty, have no other option but to join the military
in return for some means of upward mobility. The military allows for their
personal advancement by participating in the oppression of other peoples

with whom they have more in common than with the ruling classes.

[ find it a great tragedy that my home has become a jumping off point
for US oppression and extraction throughout the world by its role as
PACOM. For me, it is not simply that I wish to be free from oppression; I
also wish to be free from participating in the oppression of others. It hurts
my heart to know that when the Iraq War started, the military built a
Muslim village complete with a small mosque and trained American soldiers
how to invade civilian territory. Now, with tensions rising with Asia, a

similar village, this time Korean in design, has been erected to do the same.

1. Systems of Sustainability

For the first time in history the scientific community is in overwhelming
agreement that climate change is an imminent threat to the entire planet.
Yet, the United States, our occupier, has actively denied the existence of
climate change and in fact has taken aggressive steps toward increasing
fossil fuel dependence.

As an Indigenous scientist, I see a time of critical intervention. What we
must demand is a return to systems of sustainability. Kanaka maoli systems
of sustainability are based upon ohana, or extended families. Each ohana
was responsible for the stewardship of ahupua'a, or traditional pie—shaped
land divisions from the highest mountain peaks extending down to the
ocean depths. Every ahupua'a was self-sustaining in its own right,
comprised of everything that was needed to clothe, feed, house, and nurture
a community coordinated via a complex set of laws and cultural norms
called Kanewai. This system nurtured approximately 700,000 people with no
need for imports. This stands in sharp contrast to present day Hawai'i,
where 90 percent of foods are imported.
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Part of my journey during the past 22 years has focused on revitalizing
our food sovereignty by supporting traditional, kalo (taro) farming. I belong
to an alliance of kalo farmers who have maintained the secrets of this
science in spite of great persecution and hardship. In the early 1900s, land
and water stolen from wus starved us of our traditional systems of
sustainability. What once was a flourishing food base was severely curtailed
and replaced with plantation sugar and pineapple for export. Kalo, revered
by our people as Haloa, the elder sibling to Kanaka Maoli, dried up in

most places, as water was diverted away from the fields.

It is here we see most starkly why our systems of sustainability needed to
be dismantled by colonization. Our people, empowered by the knowledge of
the interconnectedness of our lands, peoples, and resources, would always
find conflict with a system that seeks land and resources for profit and
without regard for the future. Reinvigorating our ancestral pathways is not
enough. We must also make global alliances. After the nuclear testing in
Tahiti and the Marshall Islands my family was a part of the a powerful
Pacific wide alliance called Nuclear Free and Independent Pacific. My father
and other Kanaka Maoli were instrumental in that leadership since the
1970's. We understood that the horrors of nuclear annihilation went hand
in hand with the horrors of militarization and colonization. More recently
many of us in Hawai'i joined in the struggle at Standing Rock beginning in
2016. Standing Rock was an Indigenous—led struggle that connected the
importance of protecting sacred waters and standing against an oppressive
and destructive fossil fuel industry. 1 was among 30 other healers who
helped create the Standing Rock Medic Healer's Council. Global alliances
are the same reason that I am here, with our relatives in Korea, to
resurrect Hawaii's role in the Pacific as a neutral peaceful nation. Regardless
of our occupied status. We still believe in this kuleana, or responsibility, as
a sacred duty. Although I am Kanaka Maoli, I am also Korean! And my
ancestral blood calls out in unity with the people of this great land.

It is an honor to be here, to join with you, to bear witness to your
struggle here and your recent great triumph towards re—unification. To
stand in unity with your deep and abiding quest for peace. We stand with
you in the belief that it is unacceptable to have our villages invaded,

- 198 -



2018 International Women’s Peace Szmgosium

bombed, and besieged. To see our homes rendered dangerous, dry, and
uninhabitable. The only path forward is one of unity, power, and peace.
Malama pono kakou.
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Round Table 1-Presentation 2)

Unresolved Korea War, Militarism in Asia and
Pacific and Women's Resistance Roundtable

Cindy Wiesner
(Grassroots Global Justice, USA)

Greetings: [ am the National Coordinator of Grassroots Global Justice
Alliance (GG]) in the United States, GGJ is a multi—racial, multi—sectoral
alliance of more than 60 affiliates of the grassroots organizing sector
building a popular movement for peace, democracy and a sustainable world.
Our work is intergenerational, mixed gendered and visibilizing the leadership
of women, gender non-confirming people, LGBTQ and historically
marginalized people in the US: Black, Latina/o, Asian Pacific Islanders,
Arab, and white working class. We support each other in each other’s
local struggles and have been collaborating with international allies that
share our vision and commitment to building a transformative social justice
movement beyond borders. We describe our work as grassroots
internationalism (which means cross racial solidarity here in the US and in

joint struggle/solidarity with social movements around the world)

[ am very honored to be invited by Seoul International Women's Peace
Symposium organizers and to be on this incredible International Women's
Peace delegation. But most importantly to be able to have this amazing
opportunity to come to South Korea at this political juncture in History.
Special recognition to the Korean social movements and in the diaspora,
especially Korean and Korean American women who are really the

architects of Peace here.

[ am going to raise some strategic questions not only for us, our
organizations and movements to continue to delve into, but are really bigger
movement questions/debates for us in the US, and globally as well. T still

am trying to formulate all my ideas.
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Context since the election in the US:

There is no mandate— almost 3 million votes, and many more people that
could not vote: youth, undocumented, residents, or those that abstained.
The election being hacked, plus voter suppression. 80% percent of people of
US did not support Trump, which is the majority of people in this country,
and we have to remember to make assessments and devise our strategies
based on that fact and not only from an electoral lens. That is important
but not the only factor.

But despite that, we are in unordinary times: Trump, Pence, this version
of the Republican party poses a grave danger to me and people who are
like me (who are queer, women, working class, Latina) people I care about,

to you and millions of other people in this country and around the world.

Global right wing shift: from what is happening Europe, the infamous
Brexit vote, to right wing led coups from Honduras to Brazil.  The
resurgence of right—wing populism—globally—is a manifestation of the
combined crises of neo—liberal capitalism, the crises of the environment and
questioning of state legitimacy. For this reason, opposition to right-wing
populism, in its various expressions, cannot be separated from the fight

against neo—liberal globalization, at least in the strategic sense.

According to Bill Fletcher, Jr: “Right—wing populism arises in the context
of a global wealth polarization; limited resources (due to both the
environmental crisis and the reduction of resources for the masses due to
reactionary economic policies); and global demographic changes. In the
wake of the on—going crisis of democracy, right—wing populism has
provided: irrationationalism: fake news, conspiracy theories, fear based

agitation and responses, isolationism, not based on facts/reality.”

Speaking explicitly about the US, the Left and progressive forces have
been unable to construct a coherent strategy for winning and holding
governmental power. The demise of the democratic party the “Wall Street
with connections to the civil rights establishment — Clinton faction vs. The
New Deal, Elizabeth Warren vs. Democratic Socialist, Political Revolution—
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who was economic determinant who was correct in his fight against the
billionaire class., and in the early phases did not get the centrality of race
and gender.

Not taking Trump and rebirth of right wing populism seriously was the
biggest error that the democratic party, factions of republican and the left
made. In the most perverted way, Trump became the voice of
anti—globalization, he took on NAFTA, TPP, jobs and disdain for politics as
usual. But he never attacked the billionaire class, or global capitalist class,
or more in particular the principles of neo—liberalism: privatization,
deregulations and austerity.

Let’s be clear, he represents white nationalist, populist movement that has
fascists involved in it. He is an authoritarian and sole purpose is to
dismantle and destabilize the state apparatus as we know it.  Don’t know
how to fully understand the full impact of this, but we need to know he

represents a small and powerful faction of the right wing.

The Far right is growing and it is volatile— there are convergences that
are happening: alt-right, Neo—Nazis, and Republican party. = We are going
to see more and more deadly incidents of domestic terrorism like we did in
Oregon and Charlottesville. The police and border patrol are getting
infiltrated by white nationalists, which is then a loyal domestic force to
Trump.

Our movements need strategic adjustments and constant evaluation of
what is happening. We cannot continue to be doing work in the same
way. We are not ready— intellectually, politically, infrastructure to monitor
and respond. Right now, our focus is on policy, litigation and defense, but
that is not enough. We will see the administrative damage first on health
care, education, housing. We are just beginning to see the impacts of

organized Trumpism.

Over the past year and half and throughout the presidential campaign we
understood this threat of Trumpism not only to the people in the US, but
to what it would mean to the rest of the world, we have been exploring a
deeper understanding of the movement moment of Opposition... While our
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alliances and our communities are preparing for a period of strong
resistance, we are also identifying some opportunities for our work. [ want
to share three strategic orientations that we have been talking about at
Grassroots Global Justice and It Takes Roots.

1- Alignment: Align who wants to be aligned: strategic and tactical
alliances and joint practice

2— Visionary Opposition: build the left/resistance, prepare our defensive,
but get on the offensive.

3— Take Bold Risks, Lay Groundwork for the Long Term, Dare to Hope.

End with a chant!
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Round Table 1-Presentation 3)
Message from Guahan - the Tip of the Spear
of US Military Might

Lisa Natividad

(Guahan Coalition for Peace and
Justice Guam)

For people living on Guahan (Guam), this past August was one of the
scariest periods of threat from the DPRK. The island in Micronesia— my
indigenous home— has historically been caught in the crosshairs of
geopolitical tensions as in the case of World War II, when the Japanese
Imperial Army invaded it. This past summer, a media frenzy descended
upon the island waiting on an attack and hoping to capture the
vulnerability of the Chamoru people once again. Guahan is a
non—self-governing territory of the United States, which is akin to a
modern—day colony. Nearly 29% of the island is occupied by the U.S.
Department of Defense, where it has numerous military bases including
Andersen Air Force Base on the northern tip of the island. This base
houses an arsenal of bombers to include B52s, Bl and B2 Stealth bombers.
These aircraft will be used only if the U.S. decides to pre—emptively strike
the DPRK. It is for this reason that Guahan has been identified by the
DPRK as a target against the United States.

The Obama administration’s 2011 Pacific Pivot Strategy aimed to shift the
U.S. Department of Defense’s focus to the Asia—Pacific region in an effort
to contain the rise of China economically and militarily. ~ The U.S.
Department of Defense currently has nearly 800 military bases in more than
70 countries throughout the world. As a result of the Pacific—Pivot strategy,
massive plans to increase its total number of U.S. bases in Asian and
Pacific countries and territories went into effect. Some of the countries and
territories impacted by this plan include: Okinawa in the south of Japan
with the development of a base in Henoko:; the Republic of Korea with

bases in Pyongteak, Jeju, and Gangjeong; Hawai'i with the expansion of
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Pohakuloa; the Philippines with the signing of the EDCA Agreement; and
my homeland of Guahan, with expansion plans to include a THAAD, the
relocation of Marines, and the stationing of additional nuclear submarines.
The hypermilitarization of the Asia—Pacific region brings many problems to
surrounding communities, such as environmental contamination and
degradation from military operations and war preparation. Toxins in the
environment often result in poor health outcomes— especially in the case of
cancer.  Toxins often include PCBs, agent—orange and purple, dioxins, and
radiation exposure. Further, the safety of women and children becomes
compromised in surrounding base communities with a high concentration of
young men trained to carryout military violence. Local economies suffer,
with the military contributing very little to the tax base and the majority of
spending occurring behind base fencelines. Lastly, land dispossession is the
result of the U.S. obtaining land for its bases— oftentimes without the free,
prior, and informed consent of the indigenous peoples or traditional
landowners on which the bases are erected.

The DPRK has threatened Guahan in the past, with alerts for the
possibility of a nuclear attack set off, as well as homeland security
advisories of how to keep oneself safe in the event of an attack. These
advisories suggest bunkering down in standing structures, sealing any airflow
from the outside with tape and plastic, and taking a shower— but not using
any hair conditioner— to wash away radiation exposure. Having visited
Hiroshima and Nagasaki as a peace activist, [ was very disappointed to
hear the naivety of such alerts. The nuclear attacks on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki evidence for us the reality that our biggest challenge following a
nuclear bomb detonation will be tongues of fire falling continuously from
the sky. In Hiroshima; very, very few structures remained standing— one
being the fire station that is now called the A-Bomb Dome, which is a
reminder to humanity of the devastating effects of nuclear weapons. In
addition, as with the peoples of the Republic of the Marshall Islands, it
reminds us that our technology is insufficient to clean—up the presence of
radiation and to prevent the development of illnesses such as cancer.
Nonetheless, we are told that we are safe; that the U.S. will defend us and
that its technology is the best the world has to offer and we have nothing
to worry about. Nothing can be further from the truth.
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In 2015, I visited the DPRK with Women Cross DMZ, a collective of
global women experts in peacemaking— to include two Nobel Peace Price
laureates and Ms. Gloria Steinem. The visit allowed me to develop a
number of insights into the DPRK. First, the sanctions employed by the
U.S. and its allies are not working. These sanctions merely led to massive
human suffering for the people of the DPRK and are equivalent to an act
of war. In our humanity, we cannot consent to such human suffering
occurring. Second, creation of a militarized state in the DPRK is in
response to the high level threats by the U.S. and its allies on the DPRK’s
border. This includes routine exercises to invade the DPRK, resulting in a
state of constant high—level alert. Hence, the threats to Guahan are a
result of provocative acts against the DPRK that tends to go unreported by

Western media.

The goal of Women Cross DMZ is primarily to build bridges for peace
and to advocate for a peace treaty between the two countries. The Olympic
truce and recent summit between the two Koreas is a step in the direction
of peace. Women Cross DMZ advocates for the continuation of bilateral
talks between the DPRK and the ROK, with the goal of the signing of a
peace treaty to end the Korean War. The U.S.’s recent stockpiling of B2
Stealth bombers on Andersen Air Force Base only serves to further
antagonize the DPRK. The amassing of firepower on Guahan is
counterproductive to the goal of de-—escalating tensions on the Korean
Peninsula. We call on world leaders to rethink its strategies of engagement
with the DPRK and employ diplomacy and peace talks. This is the only
true pathway to a peaceful resolution to tensions on the Korean Peninsula.
My people and Koreans throughout the peninsula deserve this.
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Round Table 1-Presentation 4)

Women Say, Disarm, Disarm”

Medea Benjamin
(Co-Founder, CODE PINK WOMEN FOR PEACE)

It is so important that we have these international gatherings to learn
from each other and inspire each other. I remember coming to Korea
during the presidency of Park Geun—hye. People were complaining bitterly
about her, and they had great admiration for our leader, President Obama.
Just two vyears later, Park Geun—hye had been swept out of power by a
massive, grassroots movement and now sits in jail, convicted of abuse of
power, bribery and coercion. Best of all, you brought in a new leader,
President Moon Jae—in, who has been a master of diplomacy, carrying out
your determination to make peace on the Korean Peninsula.

Now the tables have turned. We complain bitterly about OUR president,
who is racist, sexist, an egomaniac, immoral, reckless and dangerous. We
are anxious to see him end up like Park Geun—hye—-impeached and
convicted of abuse of power, bribery and coercion. While we would like it
to be our grassroots resistance movement that sweeps him out of power,
ironically, in the wild TV soap opera that characterizes American politics
today, it might just be a porn star that brings him down.

Donald Trump reflects how rotten and dysfunctional our system is, but
our nation was and continues to be built on violence and militarism, from
the slaughter of Native Americans and the enslavement of the black
population to the creation of an empire with over 800 military bases
scattered around the world. The U.S. military is presently engaged in seven
active conflicts, and last year, U.S. special forces conducted military
operations in 138 countries—roughly 70 percent of the nations on the
planet. The United States is also the world’s number one weapons dealer.
Between 2002 and 2016, U.S. weapons were delivered to 167 countries—
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more than 85 percent of the nations on the planet—fueling conflict, death
and destruction. Donald Trump is further increasing US weapons sales by
lifting restrictions on sales to countries known for their human rights

abuses.

Koreans have been among the most active people in the world fighting
back against US militarism. On several occasions, 1 have had the
opportunity to join some of these efforts. In 2006, I was on a delegation to
Pyongtaek, where the villagers had been fighting day in and day out stop
the expansion of the US base. The U.S. base expansion, which included
creating a golf course for the American officers, was going to destroy this
lovely rural village. The South Korean military was working hand in glove
with the U.S. Army, including putting up barbed wire to keep the villagers
from their fields so they would be deprived of income and forced to leave.
To meet the farmers and see firsthand how my government was stealing
their land, destroying their livelihoods and bulldozing their homes was very
distressing.

But it was also beautiful to witness a resistance movement so determined
and persistent, organized by local people with the support of Koreans
around the country. Even though the campaign did not win, the struggle
inspired people for beyond the borders of Pyongtaek.

The same is true of Seongiu, where [ traveled in 2017 to show solidarity
with the community opposing the US—produced THAAD anti—missile
system. We discussed how the “anti—missile system” was really part of the
vicious cycle of militarism that put this tranquil community into the
crosshairs of a possible military confrontation not only with North Korea
but also with China.

We were amazed by the 24/7 encampment the villagers had set up, the
candlelight vigils every night, and the weekly protests that attracted people
from around the country. The leadership was mostly women, some in their
80s, and we couldn’t believe their energy and ability to keep protesting
month after month, year after year. In the US, we're lucky to have the

stamina to pull off a protest for two days, much less two years.
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Speaking of persistence, I also visited Jeju Island, where the residents of
Gangjeong have been opposing the building of a naval base since 2007, a
base designed to accommodate US Aegis destroyers to intimidate both
North Korea and China, and to protect U.S. economic interests. Again, we
were in awe of the resistance movement, a movement infused with ritual,
prayer, art, dance, poetry, puppets, music — and lots of joy and laughter.
No wonder it has drawn support from all over the world.

As our group of visitors stood by this ugly base looking out at the
stunning ocean, we saw the haenyeos, the island’s women divers renowned
for spending hours in the chilly waters harvesting conches, abalones, and
other marine wildlife, as well as for their history of fierce resistance to
Japanese occupation. For decades, they have been swimming along side
schools of dolphins and maintaining a harmonious relationship with the
ocean and coral reefs. The contrast with the ugly concrete walls of the

base, topped with concertina wire, moved us to tears.

All these years of resistance to militarism has the potential of coming to
fruition now, with the peace talks between North and South, and between
the North and the United States. While President Trump wants to take
credit for this historic opening, we know that people like you have been
working on this for decades. It is something we dreamed about in 2015,
when 30 of us joined together to cross the DMZ from North Korea to
South Korea. In our meetings with women’s groups on both sides, we
talked about the need for family reunions, a peace treaty, trade relations,
and eventual reunification. To think that some of these dreams might

actually come true is beyond thrilling.

But as excited—and cautious—as we are about the peace process, we also
know that the struggle against militarism is a life-long struggle. We in the
United States are also are victims of a militarized system that keeps us in
an endless state of war and takes billions of our taxdollars away from vital
human needs. The powerful sector that benefits from conflict is the
weapons industry, and we at CODEPINK have a campaign to push our
cities, universities and pension funds to stop investing in companies that

profit from war.,
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When we were in Seongiu, we asked several women to videotape a
message to Marilyn Hewson, the CEO of Lockheed Martin, the massive
weapons company that makes the THAAD system. Ms. Hewson is one of
the few women to ever run a weapons company. She also makes a hefty

profit from selling weapons, with a salary of over $20 million a year.

The messages from the villagers were beautiful. One young mother said:
“I don’t make nearly the kind of money you make, but my life is much
richer than yours. You know why? Because I don’t produce anything that
could harm another mother’s child.”

This is precisely the sentiment of an American woman named Julia Ward
Howe, who wrote a “Mother’s Day proclamation” in 1870, just after the
devastating US Civil War that left about 700,000 soldiers dead. Julia
challenged the notion that mothers should sit idly by while their sons were
sent off to war. “Our sons shall not be taken from us to unlearn all that
we have been able to teach them of charity, mercy and patience,” she
proclaimed. “We, women of one country, will be too tender of those of
another country, to allow our sons to be trained to injure theirs. From the
bosom of the devastated earth a voice goes up with our own. It says:

Disarm, disarm! The sword of murder is not the balance of justice.”
Just as Julia Ward Howe advised 150 years ago, it is wonderful to be

meeting together, women across continents, to strategize about how best to

reject war and violence, and embrace diplomacy.
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Round Table 2-Presentation 1)

The #MeToo Movement: There Is No Peace to
be Maintained through the Silence of Victims

Kim Min Mun-jeong
(Women Link]

Sixty five years have passed since the Korean War ended in an armistice,
and the Korean Peninsula is finally witnessing the opening of a new era of
peace. However, women have never been provided with a guarantee for
peace in daily living as they have been exploited through gender
discrimination and violence. #MeToo testimony by a female prosecutor in
January 2018 kindled the Korean #MeToo movement that is sending shock
waves through society. Most recently, the movement has brought forth
testimonies from survivors who fell victim to sexual violence committed by
the army under martial law during the May 18 Gwangju Democratic
Uprising.

The #MeToo movement affirms that sexual violence is not a solitary
experience of an individual victim but a crime against social justice. The
movement is part of a gender revolution to reform structural gender
discrimination with the power of women enlightened by feminism under
Korea’s skewed gender—biased social reality. #MeToo is also a movement to
create the “womanly face of peace.” Although there are countermovements
aiming to weaken and taint the meaning of the #MeToo movement,
supporting movements such as “People’s Action for the #MeToo Movement”
are steadily gaining ground as people work in solidarity and support

courageous testimonies by women.

To ensure the success of the #MeToo movement, systematic and
regulatory challenges must be tackled, which include amendment of the
concept and judgment standards associated with sexual violence; prevention
of secondary victimization such as false accusations; and the establishment
of effective measures to prevent sexual violence in the workplace. At the
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same  time, a  national  strategy  to  fundamentally = reform
gender—discriminatory social structures must be put in place. Likewise,
community solutions must be sought, based on reflection and examination

of gender—discriminatory structures, culture, and consciousness.
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Round Table 2-Presentation 2]

Alice Wairimu Nderitu
(Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue)

In November 2017, the Global Centre for Pluralism (GPC) named Alice
Wairimu Nderitu (from Kenya) a Global Pluralism Awardee for Pluralism in
Ottawa, Canada. She is now working to set up a pool of women

community mediators from Africa, Wamama Wapatanishi.

What are the challenges for women working as mediators? What are the
lessons learned from their experiences? Are there success stories we can
build upon?

Challenges :

1. There is a tension between the progressives and conservatives, those
who believe that mediating of armed conflict is traditionally men’s business
just as war has traditionally been seen to be and those who believe that
women are already doing a good job in decision making roles such as
judges and can therefore be mediators.

2. There are fears too. In many political realities, peace is political.
There is therefore always a likelihood of spoilers and beneficiaries of the
violence undermining the mediation efforts and using the leadership of a
woman as one of the excuses for not accepting the result - usually a
peace agreement.

3. Religious and gender wars also always play out during the dialogue
itself.

4. Being the only woman mediator of armed conflict that most people in
my part of the world have ever seen, managing expectations is incredibly
difficult. If T fail, a woman has failed. If I do not fail, a mediator made it.

5. It is difficult as a woman mediator to mediate armed conflict and

prevent deaths while at the same time addressing the need to constructively
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challenge the dialogue participants to redefine identity and the values we
attach to it as both as a fluid and social construct in relation to seeing a

woman in a decision making role as a mediator.

Success Stories: Working for the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue we
has successfully completed three  peace process, in Jos, Plateau State,
Kafachan, Kaduna State and Shendam, Southern Plateau, Plateau State. I
was gender advisor for the first process ( Jos) and lead mediator, a first for
a woman, for the second ( Kaduna) and third ( Southern Plateau)

Women not only participated, but also directly influenced the agenda,
recommendations, and the Peace Declaration. The presence of women in
decision—making roles has contributed to the sustainability of the peace

process with women at the forefront of safeguarding its gains.

The women have been involved, for the first time as members of the
negotiating teams and a women’s steering committee that was specially
trained in :

a) Coalition building to contribute to the peace process in areas such as
conflict analysis, gender, negotiation and mediation skills and addressing the
specific needs of women affected by armed conflict.

b) Promotion of dialogue to lessen the gulf between the women
themselves, the women and their fellow negotiators, the women and policy
makers.

c) Provision of research on why women’s participation matters and
guidance on how they can be most useful including peace making models
from other contexts.

d) Creation and development of partnerships with male allies.

e) Strategies women can use to combat the polarization of their
communities or religious groups and create the space for moderate and /or
interfaith and inter—ethnic dialogue.

f) Undertake consultations with political, ethnic and religious leaders.

What does the way forward look like? How can we overcome the
remaining obstacles to women’s participation in mediation?
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We need to;

- Encourage male allies already working as mediators or leaders to know
that they are the most crucial component in supporting women in
mediation roles.

- Ensure that women’s roles as mediators of armed conflict are included
in laws, policies and curriculum at the international, regional and country
level.

Ensure that practical application of subjects such as negotiation,
mediation and conflict resolution with women playing key decision making
roles as mediators are taught and examined in schools.

Undertake capacity building for curriculum developers to equip them
with skills to inculcate knowledge and skills on roles played by women
mediators.
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Round Table 2-Presentation 3)
Korea’ s Ecofeminism Movement and Peace

on the Korean Peninsula

Jang Yi Jeong-su
(Executive Director, MADRE)

Korea’s economic growth since the 1960s, which was driven by the
government and market forces, has been achieved at the expense of the
environment, social equality, and the rights of the socially disadvantaged.
However, the economy has lost momentum over the years and is facing
increased headwinds. Under these circumstances, it is now the right time to
build social consensus on the type of sustainable development Korean

society must pursue.

Ecofeminism began with the awareness of the importance of the
environment. In the 1960s, the movement was initiated by women in the
form of daily lifestyle modifications, and since the 1980s, it has steadily
expanded as an autonomous and organized movement led by women. In
particular, Korea’s ecofeminism focuses on issues such as the environment
which has been sacrificed for the sake of economic growth, the health of
the socially disadvantaged and their right to life, and communities. Tackling
these issues, the movement has grown into diverse areas, including
sustainable  agriculture, the disarmament movement, the alternative
community movement, the women’s health movement, green consumption,

and the cooperative movement.

As the principle of degrowth has come to be understood by all, it has
allowed women to imagine an alternative society. And more than at any
time in history, this moment in time requires an ecologically oriented,
self-sustaining society coupled with an equal and just relationship between
South and North Korea. In this regard, women must expand their roles and
participation in the areas of peace, the economy, and diplomacy to promote
peaceful economic cooperation and civil exchanges, while spreading the
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ethics of care, which have previously been the sole domain of women, into
society as a whole. Against this backdrop, before engaging in economic
exchanges with North Korea, South Korean society first needs to further

advance its own democracy and boost gender equality while developing an
ecologically—oriented national consciousness.
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Round Table 2-Presentation 4)

Amplifying Women’ s Voices towards Sustainable Peace- A
presentation at the Roundtable Discussion on Feminist
Peacebuilding: Wnat Is Possible, What Can Be Done?

Mavic Cabrera-Balleza

(CEO of the Global Network of Women
Peacebuilders)

The Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security is
one of the most important policies adopted by the UN. It is one of the
most critical normative framework for the women’s movement-alongside
the Convention on the Elimination of All forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW) and the Beijing Platform of Action. It is an organizing
and mobilizing instrument for women’s rights and women peace activists
around the world. The 1325 Civil Society Network of Korea is one
example of civil society groups that used Resolution 1325 as an organizing
and mobilizing tool. When the Republic of Korea adopted its National
Action Plan in May 2014, the 1325 network called for active
implementation of the National Action Plan and the building of a new and
good governance in partnership with civil society. It called on the
government to promote sustainable peace and gender equality.

The key pillars of UNSCR 1325 are summarized into its 4 Ps:

o Participation: Participation of women in all levels of decision-making on
peace and security issues and governance

o Prevention: Prevention of sexual and gender—based violence; Prevention
of war

o Protection: Protection of women and girls from sexual and gender—based
violence; Protection of women and girls

e Promotion: Promotion of women’s rights, human rights and gender

equality
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There have been some important achievements in the implementation of

UNSCR 1325. These include:

The adoption of National Action Plans (NAPs) in 74 countries and
areas. NAPs are very important because they are the systematic
translation of Resolution 1325 and its supporting resolutions. They
outline government commitments into executable, measurable and
time—bound actions. They are an important tool be which we can hold
governments accountable to their obligations under the WPS resolutions;
Increased consultation with women civil society in relation to peace
negotiations as in the case of Colombia and Syria;

Gender—specific provisions peace agreements — Some peace agreements
contain gender—specific provisions as in the case of Colombia, the
Philippines;

Increasing localization — GNWP’s Localization of UNSCR 1325 program
is now implemented in 15 countries and has led to the adoption of 55
Local Action Plans in Colombia, Liberia, Nepal, the Philippines, Serbia
and Uganda; and has inspired local women to run for elections and
strengthened reporting on sexual and gender—based violence in
communities where the Localization of UNSCR 1325 program is
implemented. As the 2015 Global Study on UNSCR 325 emphasized, the
“[L]ocalization of approaches and inclusive and participatory processes
are crucial to the success of national and international peace efforts.
Establishment of the Women's Peace and Humanitarian Fund -  The
first pooled financing mechanism that breaks the silos between WPS and
humanitarian action. 50% of the fund is allocated to civil society groups
who work in conflict—affected communities. Moreover, civil society sits
on the Board of the WPHF which allows it to influence
decision—making and ensure the benefit to civil society. In addition, there
is now serious effort in some counties to cost and allocate budget for
the implementation of their NAPs. GNWP provides technical support to
governments and civil society to properly cost and develop budget for
their NAPs.

Increased and stronger international commitment to conflict prevention
and sustaining peace as evidenced by the adoption of the twin
resolutions on sustaining peace by the UN General Assembly (70/262)
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and the UN Security Council (2282). Both of these resolutions
underscore  the importance of women’s leadership and meaningful
participation. If effectively implemented, the Sustaining Peace agenda will
break down silos and will establish synergy among the different
mandates of UN bodies and national government ministries. This is
critical because after all, women do not live their lives in mandates and
silos. For all conflict prevention and peacebuilding efforts to be
successful, we need to go beyond addressing the imminence of crisis but
rather, focus on the structural and root causes of conflict including

gender inequality.
Barriers to women’s meaningful participation and persistent challenges

There are also regressions in some of the areas where there have been
advancements. The 2017 UN Secretary—General’s report on WPS to the
Security Council indicates that “In 2016 there was a slight decrease in
women’s overall participation among delegations to peace processes led or
co—led by the UN compared with the previous year. Of the 9 processes
tracked, senior women were represented in 11 delegations, compared with in
8 processes and 12 delegations in 2015 and 9 processes and 17 delegations
in 2014. Similar to previous years, not every negotiating party included
senior women delegates. Where women were represented, they were in the
minority, a trend that is evident in all peace processes. For instance, at the
2016 Myanmar Union peace conference, a peace process not co—led by the

United Nations, only 7 women were included in a 75—-member delegation.

The same Secretary—General’s report also highlighted that following
consistent increases between 2010 and 2015, the percentage of signed peace
agreements containing gender—specific provisions declined in 2016, when
only half of the six signed agreementsll contained such provisions, as
compared with 70 per cent in 2015.

Another important point highlighted by the 2017 UN Secretary—General’s
report is that consultations with civil society in peace negotiations led or
co—led by the UN dropped from 100 per cent of peace negotiations in
2014 and 2015, to 86 per cent in 2016. Moreover, while consultations are
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important for ensuring that women’s perspectives are represented at the
official peace negotiations, they do not guarantee direct participation and
meaningful inclusion of women in negotiating parties’ delegations to peace
talks, as called for in UNSCR 2242. This is the case with the peace talks
on Syria. When women are represented, they make up a minority as seen
in the Colombian peace process with the FARC (Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia). This trend in civil society consultation without real

influence in decisions must end.

Around the world, women human rights defenders and peace activists are
threatened, arrested, jailed and in some instances murdered for defending
human rights and promoting peace. They operate in an increasingly hostile
climate. Governments are restricting the ability of activists to voice
unpopular views or challenge repressive laws and policies. They create
constraints through harassment, intimidation, and by imposing stringent legal
restrictions on the ability of civil society actors to form associations and

receive funding

There is still a gap in predictable and sustainable funding for the
implementation of the WPS resolutions. In 2015, 19.4 per cent of all
sector—allocable Official Development Assistance was allocated to conflict
and post—conflict countries; of which 40 per cent targeted gender equality.
However, only five percent of the gender—focused sector—allocable ODA
allocated to those countries was marked as having a principal focus. In
other words, gender equality and women and girls' empowerment in
conflict—affected situations is still not a priority for donors. This is also
apparent in the lack of dedicated funding for the implementation of NAPs
on UNSCR 1325. Out of the 74 NAPS, only 18 have dedicated

Lessons learned

The eight Security Council resolutions on WPS—1325, 1820, 1888, 1889,
1960, 2106, 2122 & 2242—and the twin resolutions on Sustaining Peace as
well as the CEDAW General Recommendation No. 30 on Conflict
Prevention, Conflict and Post—conflict Situations all form a robust normative

framework on the WPS agenda. Together, they have shifted the paradigm in
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international policies on peace and security. There is no longer a shortage
in international policies and instruments on WPS. The shortage is in

implementation.

A lot more needs to be done to guarantee women's and meaningful
participation in peace negotiations and all peace processes - particularly
women civil society. With their pivotal role from the drafting to adoption
to implementation of UNSCR 1325, and the overall WPS agenda, it is a
deep concern that women’s civil society’s representation and meaningful
participation is not institutionalized. We need to solicit greater
commitment and accountability from decision-makers, mediators and
facilitators of peace negotiations. More importantly, women have to take on
decision—making positions in designing and implementing peace and security
processes as called for in Resolution 1325.

A holistic, coherent, multi-sectoral and long—term strategy on
peacebuilding and conflict prevention that brings together women’s rights
organizations and other civil society groups, governments, UN, regional
organizations, donor community, and development partners. Donors
should strengthen civil society while they are strengthening states, and state
institutions. The In the work on peacebuilding and conflict—prevention, the
starting point should be broader -meaning not only conflict and
post—conflict contexts but also context in transition to peace; and context
where there is no conflict, where there is a risk of conflict, and where
there are security risks. This means being proactive instead of just reactive.
We need to combine peace and security approaches with inclusive and
sustainable development strategies and central to such strategies are human

rights and gender equality.

Adequate, predictable and sustained funding for implementation is needed
to realize the promise of the WPS resolutions. Funding for women civil
society is integral to. This support should not be project—based because
sustainable peace is not a project. It is a way of life and it should be part
of our global culture. Development partners need to enhance the capacities
of grassroots organizations to challenge power relations and break social,

cultural and institutional barriers against their own empowerment.
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The WPS agenda is an essential component of global affairs and a tool
for strengthening the effectiveness of international efforts in conflict
prevention and resolution and humanitarian action. It is a prerequisite for
the fulfillment of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. WPS
contributes to transformative change across the three pillars of the UN:
security, human rights and development women’s meaningful participation
strengthens protection efforts, accelerates economic recovery, deepens
peacebuilding efforts and leads to more sustainable peace.

S/2017/861. Report of the Secretary—General on women and peace and
security.16 October 2017.
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Round Table 2-Presentation 5)

Feminist Peacebuilding: What IS Possible, What
Can Be Done?

Katherine Ronderos

(Director, Women’ S International League
for Peace and Freedom (WILPF/LIMPAL)

The agreement reached and signed in November 2016 to end the nearly
60-year—long armed conflict between the Colombian government and the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia - People’s Army (FARC-EP),
“Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia — Ejercito del Pueblo”, the
largest rebel group in the Americas, marked an historic moment worldwide.
Not only for stopping grave human rights violations in Colombia and the
suffering of many people, mainly women and children, but for including
new elements into peace negotiations that will be closed analyzed in the
days to come.

Colombia has a long history of peace negotiations, some of then failures
and some of them successful, that allowed us as a country to incorporate
lessons learned, good practices and the realities on the ground.

Main characteristics are:

— It was a direct negotiation; no mediation from external sources was
used.

— The negotiation took place outside Colombia. The official peace
dialogues kick off happened on 18" October 2012 in Oslo, Norway,
and then continue in Havana, Cuba, from 19" November 2012 to 24
August 2016.

— The final official signing of the agreement was done on 24"
November2016, in Bogota, Colombia.

— Four countries offer their support to guarantee the process and make
sure the dialogues weren’t broken: Norway, Cuba, Venezuela and

Chile.
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— The agenda for discussing the “General Agreement for the Termination
of the Conflict and the Construction of a Stable and Lasting Peace”
was agreed before the dialogues started and contained six points: Rural
reform, political participation, illicit drugs, victims, end of conflict,
implementation.

— The six points of the agenda intended to cover both the causes and
consequences of the conflict.

— For the first time, the victims were seen as an important part of the
negotiation.

Currently, the Colombian signed agreement is seen as a successful effort
to end a bloody armed conflict and set the bases for building a sustainable
and long—lasting peace. For Colombians, this is not a peace agreement. It is
an agreement to end the conflict between two parties. Peace needs to be
built after silencing weapons/arms and needs to include all actors of society.
It requires efforts from all of us; it needs inclusion, strategies the end of all
forms of discrimination and security from a human perspective, not from a
military perspective. For us, to say that this agreement was successtul, we

need possibly 20 years or more.
Women’s participation in the peace process:

There were many factors that contributed to the successful inclusion of
women’s rights and a gender perspective in the final text of the agreement
to end the armed conflict in Colombia. Which has been internationally

recognized.

Primarily, having a strong women’s movement in Colombia that has been
working for more than 30 years on peace and resisting all forms of war,
was pivotal to this achievement. Women’s organizations have been working
on different areas, making sure our voices are taken into account at all
policy levels. Women have been requesting to end the conflict by peaceful
and negotiated means for years and most importantly, we have made visible
the violations and crimes against women that have been remained in the

shadow. Around 500 women from all over the country came together in
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October 2013 for the Ist National Summit of Women and Peace,
requesting the Havana table to include women as negotiators in their teams,
to include women’s rights and the gender perspective through out the
agreement in all its six points, to make sure that sexual violence and all
forms of violence against women were addressed in the negotiation and
recognized as part of the justice discussions. The 2nd National Summit of
Women and Peace took place in September 2016, just two weeks before
there ferendum, to express women’s total support to the implementation of
the agreement and the ways in which women would like to engage in the
post—agreement peace—building process. = The 3rd National Summit of
Women and Peace will take place in the second half of 2018, positioning
women’s demands at the highest level in the implementation agenda to

prevent the resurgence of the armed conflict.

On the other hand, international instruments such as the International
Agenda for Women, Peace and Security, the UNSCR 1325, 1820 and all
the Resolutions that followed, the CEDAW  Committee General
Recommendation 30, the Universal Periodic Review, etc., facilitated the
work of women’s organizations to make sure women’s voices were louder
in the Havana table. Without them, it would have been very difficult. The
international community and donors to put pressure on Colombia to
incorporate women'’s rights and a gender perspective in the negotiation and

final agreement also used these instruments.

In the end, after hard work, there were important winnings that need to
be recognized:

— Women were included as negotiators in both parties

— A Gender Sub—commission was created to guarantee the inclusion of
women’s rights in the process as well as to make sure that gender
mainstreaming was part of the negotiation.

— Sexual violence was recognized as human rights violation occurred in
the context of the armed conflict in Colombia.

— The creation of a High—level women’s working group from civil society
as part of the Commission for Monitoring, Promoting, and Verifying
the Implementation of the Final Agreement (CSIVI).
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As a final note, despite of these advancements, we face many challenges
ahead, the growth of the right wing conservative party that opposes the
peace agreement, the increase of death threats and killings of human rights
defenders (men and women) since the peace agreement was signed, the
increase of other armed groups in the areas were FARC-EP wused to
operate, the illicit drug trafficking cartels operating in those regions, the
increase of militarization and investment in military security rather than
human security and development, weak arms control legislation and finally,
fragile and low funded institutions for women, let alone funding for
women’s independent peacebuilding organizations. This is why, more than

ever, we need international women’s support and solidarity.
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Round Table 2-Presentation 6)

To the Two Koreas, from Israel and
Palestine: Lessons Learned

Yifat Susskind
(Executive Director, MADRE)

To live in a state of perpetual war and division: this has been the fate
that Koreans, Palestinians and Israelis have shared since 1948, when the
state of Israel was founded and Korea was split into two. From periods of
active violence to militarized standoff, generations of people have grown up
under a pervasive shadow of conflict that colors reality and restricts the
imagination. How can we imagine peace when conflict is all we have ever

known?

The work of women peacebuilders is to assert that peace is possible and
to bring that assertion to life. We push back at the notion that certain
places exist in a permanent state of conflict. That notion normalizes crisis.
It obscures the reality that the Korean War never truly ended and that the
dispossession of Palestinians that began in 1948 is on-going: Israel still
rejects the rights of the refugees and their descendants, occupies Palestinian
lands and violently retaliates against unarmed demonstrators, as we've just

witnessed in Gaza.

As an Israeli peace activist and the executive director of MADRE, an
international women’s human rights organization that partners with
Palestinian grassroots activists, | have been thinking about the connections
between women’s attempts at peacebuilding in the two Koreas and in Israel
and Palestine. Here are three parallels to explore, with a focus on the

crucial roles of local women peacebuilders.

First is the need to maintain a constituency for peace when people are

atomized one from the other by militarized borders and policies of
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separation. As in the Korean peninsula, restrictions on freedom of
movement for Palestinians have been imposed as a measure of control, with
arbitrary checkpoints and military zones dividing families. Over time, this
kind of separation eats away at the ties that bind people to each other and
to their histories. The work of Palestiniatn women to make their
communities viable and safe, to meet people’s basic needs for health care,
water, or schooling helps to build back the person—to—person connections
that create resilient, strong communities able to do the hard work to foster

peace.

Secondly, peace is not possible without forgiveness and trust, as people
who were once opponents build community together. From Ireland to
Colombia to Sri Lanka and beyond, we've seen how peace agreements can
help create a policy framework and political leaders can push it forward,
but ultimately, real peace can’t be imposed from above. Peace must be
cultivated from the ground up. Local women’s groups are vital to this
process, moving their communities through healing, creating space for
dialogue and mutuality across lines of conflict, and laying the foundation

upon which a future peace will be built.

In 1989, Israeli and Palestinian women, propelled by the needs of their
communities, met in Brussels and resolved to work together for peace, years
before their respective political leaders entered into any official negotiations.
In the years since, women have worked to organize exchanges, dialogues

and joint protests.

But those two crucial ingredients for lasting peace—forgiveness and trust—
have been difficult to achieve and hard to sustain. That's because
forgiveness depends on justice and trust requires a reckoning of the power
differentials that war and occupation produce. With violence still raging,
trust between Israeli and Palestinian women peace activists is only possible
when Israeli women recognize and risk the privilege afforded to them as

[sraelis.
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Despite the valuable perspectives of Palestinian and Israeli women who
had engaged in joint activism, women were largely excluded from the Oslo
peace process, bringing up a third key parallel. The Palestinian/Israeli
experience reveals starkly the consequences of official peace processes that
block civil society participation, namely women’s. The Oslo accords were
negotiated behind closed doors, without civil society input and with no
accountability to the people most impacted by the war of 1948 or by the
military occupation of 1967. Without this tie to communities, the peace
process became seen as the purview of isolated, political elites with little
resonance to the people who would need to absorb and implement its

outcomes.

Indeed, during the years of negotiations, Israel only intensified its attacks
on Palestinian lands and people, and the Oslo process eventually collapsed.
In comparison, the recent mobilizations known as the Candlelight Struggle
in South Korea speak both to the power of popular pressure to achieve
political change and to the existence of a widespread constituency that can

now be mobilized to press for peace.

Recognition is growing that peace processes that exclude civil society are
fragile and prone to failure. Furthermore, research has shown that when
women participate meaningfully in peace processes, the agreement is 35%
more likely to last at least 15 years. In particular, women contribute to that
success by creating channels between the peace negotiating table and
on—the—ground communities. Women peacebuilders can also ensure that the
process prioritizes the lived experiences of those most directly affected: such
as families separated by militarized borders or people still grieving lost loved
ones. As such, the active involvement of Korean civil society and women

peacebuilders to this point is encouraging and essential.

Currently in Palestine and Israel, where there is no viable peace process to
speak of, the community level work of women peacebuilders remains
essential. From Palestinian women who mobilize care for vulnerable people

in their communities, to Israeli women who endure backlash to act in

- 232 -



2018 International Women’s Peace Sxmgosium

solidarity across conflict lines, these actions plant the seeds of peace. Not
only does it help sustain people from day to day, physically and
emotionally, it keeps alive the possibility of peace in people’s minds. That
way, when the political opportunity for peace arises, grassroots activists will
have maintained the community networks necessary to channel their
priorities into the peace process and to implement its outcomes at the local
level. That moment of opportunity is not always predictable: consider that,
even at the beginning of this year, could we have anticipated the peace
overtures between North and South Korea that have occurred in just the

past few weeks?

When that moment of opportunity for peace arises, as we see now in the
two Koreas, it can feel sudden, but don’t be fooled. Any momentum for
peace depends on the work that women peacebuilders do over years to lay
the groundwork. That's why women peacebuilders in Korea are now an
inspiration to all those across the world who are today trapped in a

seemingly intractable conflict - like the people of Palestine and Israel.
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Round Table 3-Presentation 1)

Rethinking the Foundation of the Women' S
Peace Movement: Raising Peace Sensitivity and
Restructuring Daily Life

Chang, Mi Ran

(Chairperson Peace & Reunification
Committee, National YWCA of Korea )

Jang's work explores diverse topics, including why women must transform
themselves from passive victims of war and violence into active human
agents of the peace movement; why the women’s peace movement in Korea
must begin from the collective historical experience of Korean women
throughout modern history and why the movement must seek to “intervene”
as well as to “break new ground”; the value and vision of “breaking new
ground”; how our daily lives must change to bring about a peaceful world
that women dream of. At the same time, the author makes a case that the
women’s peace movement must continue as a sustainable movement by
linking our private daily lives with the public peace movement rather than
separating the two.
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Round Table 3-Presentation 2]

Japanese Bacteria Battle Investigation and Lawsuit

Wang Xuan
(Research Centre of Biological Warfare
in WWiII, China )
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Round Table 3-Presentation 3)

The Northeast Asian Peace Process and the April 27
Panmunjom Declaration: From the Perspective of Feminist
Interdisciplinary Studies

Yi Eun-seon
[Professor Emeritus Sejong University ]

This paper examines the question of Northeast Asian Peace in relation to
the question of unification and peace on the Korean Peninsula. In
particular, the paper seeks to answer the question by analyzing the April 27
Panmunjom Declaration which resulted from the 2018 Inter—-Korean summit.
From the perspective of Korean feminist interdisciplinary studies, the author
investigates life on the Korean Peninsula, the division of South and North
Korea, unification, and the question of world peace—through the lens of
Korean feminism from a comprehensive point of view encompassing all
areas of religion, politics, and culture. This is an interdisciplinary perspective
that closely connects tradition and modernity, women and men, body and
mind, people and nation, individuals and society, as well as the Korean
Peninsula and its neighbors. And this approach, in particular, emphasizes
the strength of the epistemic advantage of women and the marginalized.
Furthermore, stressing the independence and autonomy of the Korean
Peninsula, the author emphasizes the role of faith and continuity in the
process toward Northeast Asian and world peace, harmony, and integration.
1) Recounting the pain of division 2) The androcentric perspective of
Western powers and a critical examination of CVID 3) The emergence of a
capable leader 4) A sense of autonomy 5) Peace as the goal of the
South—North relationship 6) The path to peaceful unification is another
testing venue for our faith and trust 7) Taking advantage of the epistemic
advantage of women and the weak for the peace process on the Korean
Peninsula and for global harmony! 8) The role of the Korean Peninsula in
the path toward greater harmony for humanity as a whole
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Round Table 3-Presentation 4)

The Role of Mongolian Nuclear Free Status in
Peace Building in North-East Asia

Altaa Noogsoi
(Professor, National University of Mongolia)

First of all, I would like to thank Women Cross DMZ and the Nobel
Women’s Initiative, as well as the local hosts here in Korea, for organizing
this women’s peace symposium and giving me an opportunity to make this

statement.

After the announcement of the April 27, 2018 “Panmunjeom Declaration
for Peace, Prosperity and Unification of the Korean Peninsula” issued at the
Inter—Korean Summit, we have come together to share our thoughts on the

future of not only issues facing the Korean Peninsula, but of Northeast Asia
(NEA) in general.

[ believe that issues relating to the Korean Peninsula have the chance to
be addressed in peace and cooperation. Not only do we need the leaders
from both Koreas to cooperate towards a nuclear—weapon—free NEA, it is
essential that other nations and NGOs in the region work together to
achieve this. Mongolia is a unique country in this region, and can therefore

play a significant role in creating space for such regional cooperation.

In 1992, Mongolia declared our “Single State Nuclear—Weapons Free Zone
(NWFZ)” status at the United Nations General Assembly. It has been 26
years since. During that time, this Nuclear Weapon Free Status (NWES)
was recognized by General Assembly resolution 53/77D in 1998. Since then,
every two years, the UN General Assembly has been expressing support for
Mongolia’s NWFS. In a region still facing a very real nuclear threat, this
initiative of Mongolia, as one small country, can serve as one creative

example of how to work towards the denuclearization of our region.
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Promotion of Mongolia’s own nuclear—free status also aims to contribute
to making the entire NEA region a nuclear-weapon—free zone. It was for
that purpose that Mongolians established the NGO “Blue Banner” in 2005.

The Mission of “Blue Banner” is to “promote the objectives of peaceful,
multi—pillar foreign policy of Mongolia that would be conducive to creating
the country’s external environment free from any nuclear threat.” One of its
objectives focuses on “promoting the strengthening of international peace
and security, ensuring nuclear security of States and developing mutual

understanding and co-operation among peoples.”

To fulfill this mission, “Blue Banner” has accumulated much experience in
working with other NGOs and government authorities, and cooperates
regularly with NGOs from Japan, the Republic of Korea, Russia, China and
the DPRK. Mongolia is unusual in that both its civil society and also its
government maintains friendly relations with each of these actors, and can
therefore play a unique role in promoting dialogue and trust building within
the region.

As one concrete example of this, in 2015 “Blue Banner”, together with the
Northeast Asian regional network of the Global Partnership for the
Prevention of Armed Conflict (GPPAC) launched the Ulaanbaatar Process, a
civil society—led dialogue for peace and stability in Northeast Asia, which
meets annually. This is perhaps the only platform whereby civil society
representatives from all the region, in an inclusive manner, can gather and
frankly discuss these sensitive issues, and particularly, the role of civil
society in their resolution.

The regular meetings of the Ulaanbaatar Process has enabled constructive
debate on issues of concern to the entire region, including the creation of a
Northeast Asian Nuclear Weapon Free Zone, the replacement of the Korean
War Armistice with a permanent Peace Treaty, and the role that civil
society can continue to play in helping achieve these goals. Several of our

Korean friends present here today are also involved in this process.
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Close cooperation of “Blue Banner” with like-minded NGOs has
demonstrated that nuclear issues are not something unthinkable or beyond
us all. Transparency and constant exchange of information with stakeholders
are important for effective cooperation. It also shows that optimum
cooperation between national / international NGOs and think—tanks is vital

and can be productive.

“Blue Banner” is blessed that Mr. P. Ochirbat, former President of
Mongolia, agreed to discharge the functions as President of “Blue Banner’.
We also place great importance on gender and the role of women in our
work; demonstrating this is the fact that three of the seven Board Members
of the organization are women. We have the President of Globe
International Center (Mrs. Ha cawuxapr aJ), the President of the
NGO Federation of Mongolia (Mrs. 3 a 1 a a), and myself, a professor at
the National University of Mongolia (Altantsetseg Noosgoi).

What is my role in the activities of “Blue Banner”? As professor at the
School of International Relations and Public Administration of the National
University of Mongolia, I work to ensure that youth can also be involved
in these activities, and to provide opportunities for them to engage in issues
relating to peace and security in the region. At the university, I teach
different subjects such as “International security issues” focusing on NEA
security issues including the Korean Peninsula, and “Mongolian Foreign

Policy” focusing on Mongolia’s NWFS,

Also, T organize observance of the annual “International Day of Peace” on
September 21 among students, organize lectures on “Peace and Security” in
NEA, inviting members of Blue Banner, manage research on NEA-n
security issues as agreed by “Blue Banner”, and publish books and articles
on NWFZs.

To put it briefly, my main role is to shed light and more attention on
peace education of Mongolian youth in cooperation with the members of

Blue Banner.

In conclusion, I would like to emphasize that “Blue Banner” has been
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working with NGO organizations, including those from the DPRK, on both
a regional and global level to share the experience of Mongolia in
developing its Mongolian NWEFS, and exchanging ideas for the
denuclearization of NEA. I sincerely hope that we can establish a NEA
NWEFZ, and based on that promote mutually beneficial cooperation and
prosperity for all people of the region.
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Round Table 3-Presentation 5)

“‘Women's soft power in preventive diplomacy for the
preservation of sustainable peace in Northeast Asia.
Basic ideas and principles.”

Olga Maltseva
(Dialogue of Culture / Far Eastern Federal
University of Viadivostok [FEFU) Russial

My good dear sisters! With these very words, I would like to appeal to
all the participants of our women's symposium in Seoul. Common and
universal concerns (and desire) for peace make us soul mates with shared
interests and aspirations.All the textbooks of international law consider
preventive diplomacy as a way of preventing conflict. Any conflict is an
extreme form of aggravated contradiction. The spiritual and moral potential
of women is actively implemented in difficult situations when wisdom and

women's soft power are required.

Path of the man and path of the woman are essentially different.
Different, but not opposite! This very difference gives rise to unity and
harmony. And even to life itself! The flag of South Korea depicts an
ancient symbol, where this harmony is displayed in its full form: The circle
in the middle is derived from the philosophy of masculine and feminine in

keeping with the principle of duality and complementarity.

In this figure, the two opposing energies '"yin" and ‘"yang" unite and
interact, giving birth to the harmony of the universe. Such properties
inherent in men, as straight forwardness and firmness in achieving their
goal— these are wonderful qualities. These qualities are wonderful if the
path chosen is correct. But this is aroad to nowhere, if the direction is

wrong.

In order to turn away from a fata Ipath, you need not straight

forwardness and firmness, but flexibility and softness are needed. It is these
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feminine qualities that give birth to wisdom and kindness. It is these
feminine qualities It is these feminine properties that allow you to correct
mistakes and turn from the fatal path to the right one. These cret of
female soft power lies in the realization of the historic mission of women.
The Women's Symposium in Seoul is a catalyst that can accelerate the
peace processes in Northeast Asia and the Korean peninsula.

The Korean peninsula is the only territory in the world where lives the
divided and separated nation. The pain of the tragedy of the Korean
nation is shared by many people. And many are ready to contribute to
Peaceful Reunification of Korea. In 2002 there was published in Russia my
book "A waltz with Kim Jong II" It is a story about the visit of President

Kim to the Russian Far East and my interview with him.

Thanks to the support of Park Jae Guy, Rector of Kennam University, the
Minister of Reunification in the government of Kim Dae—jung, the book
was translated into Korean and published in 2004 in Seoul.

The book attracted such a significant interest among the public that all
edition was sold out in a few days. The book was interesting to the people
of Korea by the look of by the Russian journalist on the North Korean
people lifestyle. After several visits both to the North and to the South, I
was surprised to discover: Korea has one face!

[ again remembered the flag of Korea and the symbols of Yin—yang! Two
different Koreas represent a unity that gives birth to the harmony of the
world!

Here in Vladivostok 1 met adherents and like-minded people: One of
them—Valentin Pak, the head of Korean organizations, provided an
opportunity in 2006 to publish a photo album "Good Morning, Korea".

[ was fascinated by another idea. In scientific research, in literature and
cinema, it is customary to consider how far both Koreas have gone, how
far they have moved away from each other. I am interested to consider
what the two Koreas have in common in their mentality? What are

traditions and cultural heritage that is still being shared by both nations?
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Once in ancient times, Korea was called "Paektu Hulla Nara" — a country
between two mountains — Paektu and Hallasan Mountains. 1 definitely
wanted to visit Paektu Mountain. I had to overcome many difficulties, but
still, T got there! When Moon Jae—In, President of the Republic of Korea,
at a historic meeting expressed his interest in visiting North Korea's holy
mountain Paektu, I did understand his feelings - many, many people
dream of visiting the top of the mountain that has been considered sacred
by Koreans throughout history.

In Panmunjom, I looked out at the South landscapes, and after then - I
looked from the South — to the North lands. Here and there I heard the
Korean song "Ariran’, saw the monuments — symbols of Reunification,
talked with students, teachers, ordinary people.

Sketches, how Koreans live on both sides of the 38th parallel, is the basis
of the book "Korea from North to South. Travel notes’. It was published
in Vladivostok in 2011. The book contains more than a thousand
photographs — it is a photo—record, a document of the time. Today, more
than ever, the book is relevant in the light of the May meeting of the
heads of the two Korean states. I'm sure it should be published both in
Korean and in English.

Korean Spring — the meeting of two Korean leaders — is the key that
opens the door to a new day of the Korean peninsula. What can we do to
help in bringing the Korean peace day closer? There are many ideas and
projects. Organizing, for example, international traveling photo exhibitions
about the lifestyle of Koreans in both Koreas.

We can schedule the next symposium in the Kumgang Mountains. There
have already been several meetings of historians and artists. Once there was
arranged a pilot tourist route: 500 Korean tourists — from South Korea,
Singapore, Japan, China - started from Seoul, crossed by buses the border
between two Koreas and traveled for three days in the mountains of
Kumgang. By chance, I happened to be on that tour. We all, once again,
need to go to Kumgang Mountains! These mountains give a charge of

energy, vivacity, a positive attitude and a desire to work even more so that

- 246 -



2018 International Women’s Peace Sxmgosium

we all can live in peace.

In conclusion, I'd like to point out that the role of the international
women's movement for peace will continue to grow in the future. Popular
support and susceptibility of international organizations to the will of
women will be important factors of significant changes in the world.

[Russian Version]

[IpyHIUIIBI MATKOW KEHCKOW CHUJIbI B NPEBEHTUBHOW IMIUIOMATHH JUIA CO

xpaHeHusi yctouuBoro mupa B CeBepo-Bocrounoit Aszuu

Hoporuecectpbl! UMEHHOTaKX04EeTCI0OPATUTHCSIKOBCEM,KTOIPUHUMAETYYaCT
ueBcUMIIO3uyMekeHInHBCeye!
OO61ne3aboThIKeTaHUEMUPAIETAI0THACPOICTBEHHBIMUTY ITAMUUTIOX OKUMH
BCBOUXYCTPEMIICHHSIX.

BceyueOHrKnMEX) TyHApOIHOTOITpaBapaccMaTprUBaIOTIPEBEHTUBHYFOAUTIIOMA
THUIOKaKCcIIocoOnpeaoTBpamneHusakoHpankTa. Konpmuk—kpaitasspopmaodoct
PEHUSATIPOTUBOPEYHSI.
JlyXOBHO-HPAaBCTBEHHBIMIOTEHITUATYKEHIIIUHAKTUBHOPEATN3YETCIBCI0KHBIXC
UTYaIHSIX,KOTIaTPEOYIOTCSIMY IPOCTHHKEHCKAsIMATKASCHUIA.
[1yTbMy>XUMHBIUITY Th>KCHIIMHBI-PA3HBICTIOCBOCHCY TUITY TH. Pa3HbIe, HOHETIPOT

MBOIIOJIOXKHBIE ! DTapa3HOCThPOKAAETE AMHCTBOUTapMOHUIO. M axkecaMmy K U3HBb !

HadnareKopeupassuBaercsjpeBHHIICUMBOJI,TI€TarapMOHUSIOTOOPaKEHABCB
OEMIIOJIHOMBH/IE:KPYTCU300paKEeHUEMABY X PUTYp—MYKCKOTOMKEHCKOTOHAYa
1.BaToiidurypenBenpoTUBONOIOKHBIEIHEPTUUKTHBY UKSTHN 00 HE TUHSIIOTCSIUB
3aMMOJICMCTBYIOT,POXKIASITAPMOHHIOBCEIICHHOM.

TaknecBOKUCTBA, IPUCYIIUEMYKUYNHAM,KAKITPSIMOJIMHENHOCTBUTBEPAOCTHBIOC
THKEHUHCBOEHIEIN-3TO3aMeYaTEIbHbIEKAUYECTBA.

3ameuareabHbIe,eCIUNY ThBBIOPAHIPABUIIBHO.
HostonoporaBHukyna,ecimHanpaBieHIEOO0YHO.
YT0oOBICBEPHYTHCTUOEIBHOTOITY TH, HY)KHAHETPSIMOJIMHEHHOCTEUYIOPCTBO,ar

OKOCTBUMATKOCTD.
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NmeHH0ATHRKEHCKHEeKAadeCTBAPOKIAITMY APOCThrI00poTy.[T0o3BOIsIIOTHCTTPA

BI/ITLOHII/I6KI/II/ICBepHYTLCFI/I6€J'II>HOFOHYTI/IHal'IpaBHJ’ILHBIﬁ.

BpeanmzannmnuctopnueCKOMMUCCUMKEHIIIMH3AKTI0YACTCACEKPETIKEHCKOUMST
korcunbl. JKeHckuiicummno3znyMBCeyie—KaTaan3aTop,crioCOOHBIIy CKOPUTHMHU
pHblenpouecceiBCeBepo-BocTouHoMA3unnaaKopeiickoMIiomyocTpose.
KopenckuinoiryocTpoB—€IMHCTBEHHAIBMUPETEPPUTOPHUIPA3ACIIEHHOTOHAPO
a.bonpTpareauuKopencKOMHALMUPA3AEIISIFOTMHOIMEUTOTOBBICIIOCOOCTBOBATD
commxenuto aByxKopericeoumyuactrem.B2002ronyBPoccuuBblniaMosKHUT
a«BansccKumYUenlpom»—pacckazosuzurellpeacenarensKumana/lansHuitBo
CTOKPOCCMMMMHTEPBBIOCHUM.

bnaronapsnonnepxkellakUxel r0,pekropaKeHHaMCKOTrOyHUBEPCUTETA, MUHA
cTpaBoccoennHeHusiBnpasuTenbcTBeKum/I»/[>)xyHa, kuuradpuianepeBeieHaHa
kopenckuiiszpiknnznanas2004roaysCeyie.
NHTepeckHeNObIITAaKOB, YUTOTUPAXKObUIPACKY INIEHBCUNTaHHbIeIHU. KHUTraokas3
anachbUHTEpPECHATIOAIMKOpEenB3 s A0MpOCCHIICKONKY PHATUCTKUHACTHIIBKH3
HuBKH/IP.

HeckonbkopasnoosiBaBHaCeBepennalOre, sObutanopaxena:yKopenoanomnurio!
MuecnoBascniomuuicsiaarKopenncumponsiub-au! PazusieKopeunpeacras

JSII0TCOO0METMHCTBO, POk 1at01IeerapMOHUIOMUpa !

BoBnanuBocTokeyMeHIHAIUIMChEIMHOMBINUICHHUKU. O TMHU3HUX-BaeHTuH
ITak,pyKOBOIUTENBKOPEHCKUXOPraHU3ALMMI, IPEI0CTaBUIBO3MOKHOCTEB2006
rogyusaatbpotoanboom«loopoeyTpo,Kopesi».
MensyBnekanayxeapyrasues. BHayYHbIXUCCIIETOBAaHUSX, BIUTEPATYPEUKINHE
MaTorpadenpuHsITOpaccCMaTpUBaTh,HACKOJIbKOAANIEKO yuuinooeKopeu,Hacko
JbKOOHUYAAIHIIUCHAPYTOTIPYTA.

MHEeOBUTOMHTEPECHOPACCMOTPETH, uTO00IETOOCTANIOChY ABYX KOopeli—BMeHTan
utere?KakuecoxpaHmincho0eyepThITPaANIIMHNHAIIMOHAIbHBIX IEHHOCTEH ?
Korna-tosapesnueBpemenaKoperonaseiBanm«l Irkty Xannanapa»—crpanamex
nyneyxrop—IIskrycanomuXamnacanom. MuagoObuionenpemenHonomnacteHal 13
KTYCaH.MHOTONPUIIIOCEOA0JIETHTPYAHOCTEH, HOBCE-TaKUATAMITOObIBaIA!

Korpa,naucropuueckoiiBctpeue,npe3ugeHTPecnyonukuKopesMyunUxeHcka
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3aJ1, 9TOeMYOBIXOTeNIOChIOObIBaThbHAl [9K Ty CaHe, ImOHMalla—HaBEPIINHEATONC
BALLEHHONIJIIKOPENIIEBIOPBIXOTEIOCHOBIOKA3aTHCIMHOT M.
BllxaamynmxomescMotpenanatepputoputolOra,anoroM—coctoponbfOra—na
Cesep.lTam, utamsiciyaiakopecKyNeCHIO«ApUpany, By ieIanaMsI THUK—
CHUMBOJIBIBOCCOEIMHEHN,0€Ce10BaIacoCTyJ€HTaMu, [TPEN01aBaTeISIMU, IPOCT
BIMUKUTEISIMU.

3aprCOBKH,KAK)KUBY TKOPEULIBIIOOOECTOPOHBIOT3 8-0iiapaiien,—OCHOBaKHU
ru«Kopesiccepepanator.l lyTeBbie3aMeTKID.
OmnaosimanznanaBoBnaguBoctokeB201 1roay.Bueiiboneerbicsundororpadmii—
3TO(OTONETONUCH, JOKYMEHTBPEMEHHU.
Ceronns,0051e€4eMHUKOT 12, KHUTAaKTyaJIbHABCBETEMACKOMBCTPEUNTIIABIBY X
KOpEHCKUXTrocyaapcTB. lyBepeHa,0HaJ0JKHAYBHU 1€ ThbCBETHAKOPEICKOMUHAAH
TJIIMHACKOMS3BIKAX.
KopeiickasBecHa—BCTpeUa By XKOPEHCKUXIUAEPOB—KAKKIIOUMKOMOTKPBIBAET
JBEpbBHOBBINIEHBKOpENCKOronoimyocTpona.
YeMMBIMOXKEMITOMOUYBIPUOIU3UTEMUPHBIAIeHEKopen? U neiunpoeKTOBMHOK
€CTBO.

[IpoBoaUTE, HaTPUMEP,MEXK TYHAPOTHBIETIEPEABUKHBIC(DOTOBBICTABKHMOCTHIIC
*KU3HUKopereBooenxKopei.

MoXxHO03amIaHUPOBATHIIPOBEICHUECIEAY FOLIErOCUMITO3nyMaBropaxKeimranc
aH.Tamy>XeHeCKOIbKOPa3POXOAMINBCTPEUNUCTOPUKOB, XY 10KHUKOB. O THaXK
JBICOCTOSUICATTAIIOTHBIATY pUCTHYECKMUMAPIIPYT—5 00Ty pHCTOB-KOpENTLIEB—U3
IOxnoiiKopen,Cunranypa, Anonun, Kuras—nepecexknunzCeynanaaBTo0ycaxr
paHuLyMex 1y AByMAKopessMunTpuaAHAIIy TEIECTBOBAIUBropaxKeiMraHa.
BonercnyuassokazanaceBromType. HamnyxHoTy1a,BKbiMrancan!
DTUTOPBIIAIOT3APAIIHEPT U, 00 IPOCTH, TO3UTUBHOTOHACTPOSIMIKETAHUATPY AU
ThCACIIEOO0BIIE, 4YTOOBIBCEMBIKIIIUBMUPE.
3aBepuas,KOHEYHOXOYETCAOTMETUTh, YTOPOIBMEKTYHAPOJHOT0KEHCKOTOABU
KEHUSA3AMUPBIaJbHENIIEMOY € TBO3PACTATD.
BaxxnpiMudakTopaMucyiiecTBeHHBIXU3MEHECHUMBMUPECTAHETHAPOTHASTIONIC
PKKaH,COOTBETCTBEHHO,BOCIIPUMMYMBOCTEMEK Iy HAPOIHBIXOPraHU3ALIMITKBO

JICKEHIINH.
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Round Table 3-Presentation 6)

Faith and Fierce Patience: Seeking Peace in Korea

Patty Talbot
(The United Church of Canadal

The United Church has been in relationship with the people of Korea for
over 120 vyears, responding to the desire of Koreans for education and
health, for independence from colonial rule, for human rights and
democracy. The United Church’s history with the people of Korea began
in a formal way when the “Canadian Mission” was established in 1898 in
Wonsan, on the northeast coast, in what is now the DPRK. The United
Church — Canadian Mission was known for a blended commitment to
Christian mission and the well-being of Korean people, particularly the
underprivileged.  The priorities were health (clinics, hospitals), education
(especially for girls, and impoverished women), and leadership development
and capacity building.

Today, the United Church stands with partners in Korea, in churches and
civil society, in their efforts to overcome the 70 year period of separation.
The United Church stands with partners in their goal to achieve a just,
sustainable peace on the Korean peninsula, inspired by their faith that
reconciliation in Korea wi// come, and by their fierce patience in seeking

peace.

Since 1986, the United Church has been part of a network of church
bodies facilitating meetings between Christians from North Korea and South
Korea.  This ecumenical channel - although limited - enabled visits,
people—to—people encounter, dialogue and cooperation. It remained open
through even the periods of greatest tension in the region when almost all
other such channels were closed. A minority of South Korean churches
and church people were willing to take the risks involved in such initiatives,
and they suffered because of it. During the years of dictatorship in South

Korea, and more recent conservative governments, they were harassed and
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closely monitored by South Korean authorities. They were stigmatized in
South Korean society as communist sympathizers, and followers of North

Korea.

While headlines are claimed by politicians, there is less awareness that
such communications and low profile meetings have happened between
Christians from North and South Korea for some 40 years.  Many
learnings could be named. One is that it takes courage and a willingness
to hang in together for the long term to build relationships of trust and
respect across significant difference.  Another is that people to people
connections are essential for authentic dialogue.

While T have been part of numerous meetings between Christians from
North and South, opportunities for Korean Christian women to gather have

been few.

In 1991 at the international civil society—based “Forum on Peace in Asia
and the Role of Women” held in Seoul, women of North and South Korea
gathered on Korean soil itself for the first time after liberation. I am told
that it was evident that there were significant gaps in mutual understanding
due to the decades of separation. That was no surprise. Women know -
we all know - that relationship and trust building takes time. Despite the
challenges, this 1991 Forum included in—depth discussions among women
on ‘“patriarchal culture and women”, “women’s role in reunification”,

“ . ”
women and peacemaking.

The United Church of Canada has worked with North and South Korean
women and global partners to host gatherings of women from North and
South: in 2001, 2004 and last year, 2017. Only ONE time were plans
successful, in 2001 when a consultation was held in Toronto, under the
theme “Women in Solidarity for Peace and the Reunification of Korea”. In
2004, at the last moment, North Korean women were not able to travel,
and a second consultation was held without their presence, also in Toronto.
Last year, our efforts ultimately foundered in the increasing tension between
the Trump Administration and the North Korean leadership. As far as I
know, since 2001, there have been NO gatherings or exchanges involving
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Christian women from North and South Korea.

[ stand in solidarity with sisters in Korea and in the Korean diaspora
who believe that in order to achieve a true peace in this divided country,
women from North and South Korea must have their own space for
relationship building. We know that when women’s voices are involved,
peace agreements are more likely to be reached, and be more stable and
enduring. We know that when women participate in peace processes, they
think beyond “who wins”.  Women think about the implications of
violence, the effects on families, communities, social and physical
infrastructure, the economy. Once an agreement is reached, women will be
effective at community, regional and national levels to promote and model

reconciliation.
So - what can The United Church of Canada do?

We have an historic commitment to the well-being of the Korean people
and a legacy of trust. We want our government to assist in “preparing the
table” for a diplomatic peace process, move away from war and increased
militarization and towards dialogue with North Korean for authentic human
peace and security. In Canada, we have a government that has adopted a
“feminist foreign policy” and a “Feminist International Assistance Policy”.
In November 2017, it passed its 2nd “National Action Plan” on Women,
Peace and Security. Our Foreign Minister Chrystia Freeland said, "7he path
to peace needs empowered women. Where women are included in peace

processes, peace Is more enduring-+”

And yet, although Canada co-hosted the January 2018 “Foreign
Ministers Meeting on Security and Stability on the Korean Peninsula,” to
date our government has been in lock—step with the American “maximum
security” strategy.  To the extreme disappointment and frustration of
Canadians engaged in efforts to promote peace and reconciliation in Korea,
there is little daylight between the American and Canadian approaches to
North Korea. Canada continues to implement maximum sanctions, with
little flexibility even for the handful of humanitarian groups attempting to
continue efforts in North Korea. At the request of the Americans, we have
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even sent jet fighters to assist in patrolling the DPRK coast to prevent
‘sanctions busting’. This is the opposite of the strategy we pressed upon
our government! We want Canada to differentiate itself from the American
bluster, and seek every opportunity to reduce tension, and promote

maximum encounter with North Koreans and between north and south.

We are pressing our government to ease up on restrictions for Canadian
humanitarian groups working in North Korea. And whether it is North
Korean farmers visiting the Canadian prairies, or North Korean students
studying at Canadian universities, Canadians coaching and playing hockey
in North Korea, or gatherings of Christian women from North and South
Korea hosted in Canada -+ we will encourage and enable people—to—people
contact and interaction.

The January Vancouver summit on North Korea that Canada co—hosted
gave significant support to the Trump administration. We want Canada to
demonstrate its commitment to South Korea as well by supporting President
Moon’s efforts to end the state of war in the peninsula, and begin the
process towards a comprehensive peace treaty to replace the 1953 Armistice
Agreement. We want Canada to assist in preparing the table for global
peace talks, and in ensuring women’s voices and participation in the peace
process. We want Canada to live up to its “feminist foreign policy” agenda
and make a particular contribution of facilitating the involvement of
women’s networks and broader civil society in the process towards peace.
And that means women from both North and South Korea are present at
the negotiating table.

[ believe that people of faith can make a particular contribution towards
peace too. We have perhaps even a particular responsibility. And that’s to
keep hope alive - especially when injustice seems intractable. I'd like to
end with a brief story, attributed to Jesus, and recorded in the Bible’s
“newer Testament’, and retold in the book of Luke.

Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not lose
heart.
He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had

respect for people. In that city there was a certain widow who kept coming to
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him and saying ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.” For a while he refused;
but later he said to himself, “Though I have no fear of God and no respect for
anyone, yet because this widow keeps bothering me I will grant her justice, so that

she may not wear me out by continually coming.”

This is a well known story for Christians: about the persistent widow
and the wnjust judge. The parable makes clear it was the steadfast
determination of widow, not the goodwill or benevolence of the judge that
resulted in justice. Jesus' point is that persistence - the unwillingness to
give up - can bring forth transformation. Like the widow and the unjust

judge. Persistence brings forth transformation.

May our hands be strengthened for the work to come,
May our hearts be fiercely patient,
May our eyes see the promise of justice,
our ears hear the invitation of rest and renewal,
And may our feet dance in the light of God.

Keri Wehlander, Joy is our Banquet (1999, United Church of Canada
Publishing House)
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Round Table 3-Presentation 7]

Women’ s Actions Contributing to Building Sustainable Peace
in North East Asia and Its Impact on the Global Level-The
Militarization of U.S. Foreign Policies and its “Pivot” to Asia

Ann Wright
(Veterans for Peace, USA)

[ was in the U.S. military for 29 years and retired as a Colonel. [ was
also a former U.S. diplomat and served in U.S. Embassies in Nicaragua,
Grenada, Somalia, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Sierra Leone, Micronesia,
Afghanistan and Mongolia. However, in March 2003 [ resigned from the
U.S. government in opposition to the American war on Iraq. Although I
resigned primarily over the U.S. war on Iraq, in my letter of resignation, I
also wrote of my deep concern that the Bush administration was making
no attempt to follow—on with the Clinton administration’s efforts on North

Korean nuclear issues.

The lack of serious efforts by the Bush and Obama administrations to
provide a guarantee to the North Korean government that the U.S. would
not attempt to overthrow the North Korean government led to the
expansion of the North Korean program to provide a nuclear deterrent to
any U.S. attempt at overthrow. The Obama administration’s solution to
North Korea’s nuclear program was to “pivot’ much of its military forces
from the Middle East to Asia and the Pacific. This “pivot” would address
North Korea’s nuclear and ballistic missile testing and China’s modest
increase in its military budget and its construction on islands in the South
China Sea. The “pivot” also included attempted construction of a new U.S.
military airport and runway on Okinawa and support for a new naval base
on Jeju Island, South Korea despite massive grassroots opposition in both
places. The “pivot” also included support for the Japanese administration’s
attempt to do away with the “no war  Article 9 of the Japanese
constitution and the expansion of the Japanese Self-Defense forces into
offensive actions.

To counter the rhetoric and actions of successive U.S. administrations, the
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Bush, the Obama, and now the Trump administration, women in the
United States have joined with women around the world to challenge the
militarization of foreign policy at the expense of dialogue and diplomacy.
Our challenge in the United States is mobilizing a large enough force to put
sufficient pressure on these administrations to use nonviolent strategies to
address critical and dangerous situations instead of using the threat of
military action, or the conduct of military action, which would result in the
deaths of tens of thousands, if not hundreds of thousands of civilians.

Organizations such as Women Cross DMZ, Women's International League
for Peace and Freedom, CODEPINK: Women for Peace, Women’'s
International Network Against Militarism, Women Say NO to NATO and
Veterans For Peace provide opportunities for women to travel to conflict
areas to see for themselves what is happening, to talk with women and
men, policy makers as well as ordinary citizens, in those areas and return
to their homes to discuss with their friends, neighbors and Congressional

officials about the situation in the country and region.

Being on a delegation to North Korea in 2015 with Women Cross DMZ,
and the intensive preparation for the trip provided me with sufficient
knowledge of a place few U.S. citizens have visited to be able to conduct

report—backs to groups and to be interviewed on radio and television.

Information gained from trips to Afghanistan, Pakistan and Yemen to talk
with families of victims of the horrific U.S. assassin drone strategy resulted
in a large campaign that forced the Obama administration to acknowledge
details of the use of these drones. However, the Trump administration has

continued to kill innocent civilians with assassin drones in five countries.

Trips to Okinawa and Jeju Island have resulted in strong worldwide
campaigns to support grassroots activists who oppose further militarization
of their lands.

Women-led fact—finding missions to Iran likewise provided us with

insights into a country and region that most Americans have little direct
contact other than through the media. With the Trump administration’s
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recent decision to abrogate the U.S. role in the Joint Comprehensive
Nuclear Agreement the role of women to speak out with experience in the
region against this dangerous move by the Trump Administration becomes

critical.

Providing these insights to U.S. Congressional staffers and directly to
members of the U.S. Congress in informal briefings for the Congress and to
various United Nations officials during the weeks of discussions during the
meetings of the Commission on the Status of Women at the United Nations
demonstrate our women’s commitment to being forces in the fields of

foreign relations and international affairs.

Holding countries to their implementation plan for U.N. resolution 1325
to have women and civil society groups as a part of the negotiations for
resolution of conflict is a major aspect of our work to counter militarism
and war. The initiative of Women Cross DMZ and the Nobel Women’s at
the Vancouver, Canada conference of Foreign Ministers of the Korean War
countries provided high—level access for women—-led civil society groups to
discussions on the international approach to North Korea.

For the safety and security of our planet, women must have a greater role
in the resolution of international crisis and we aim to force our individual
countries into recognizing the importance and value of over 50 percent of
the world’s population. In the North-South Korean summit and the
U.S.—North Korean summit, we urge the countries to increase the number
of women on its delegations so that the ideas and concerns of women, and
particularly women from civil society, are addressed during these critical

discussions.
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2018 Declaration of International Women Peace Walk

We are here today, as Korean women and 30 women security experts, peace
activists and women’s rights organizations from around the world, to support
the Korean Peace Process and to call for women's full inclusion.

Reaffirming the Panmunjeom Declaration of April 27, 2018, we are here at this
critical moment in hope that upcoming talks will be successful in leading to
peace both on the Korean Peninsula and around the world. For this purpose,
we call for the restart of the inter-Korean talks, and for the successful
convening of the upcoming US-DPRK Summit.

Towards this goal; we demand the following:

1. No new Korean War, Peace Treaty Now: We call for the official end of
the Korean War by replacing the 1953 Armistice Agreement with a
peace treaty. This should be the clear goal of the upcoming US-DPRK
Summit, and is a necessary first step to move forward.

2. Nuclear-free Korea for a Nuclear-free world: We call for a nuclear-free
Korean Peninsula, and for this to be extended globally to all states,
including the nuclear weapon states of the United States, Russia, the
United Kingdom, France and China.

3. Women's inclusion for lasting peace: Guarantee full and equal
participation of women in the Korean peace process, as stated in UN
Security Council Resolution 1325.

4. Convert the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) into a truly de-militarized zone of
peace, by removing the 1.2 million landmines and the barbed wire
fences that separate the Korean people.

5. Expedite civilian exchanges between the two Koreas and the immediate
reunion of separated families.

6. Enforce prohibitions against wartime violence against women and girls in
all countries and bring justice for the “comfort women” who survived
sexual slavery during WWII.

7. Reduce military budgets and redirect funds devoted to the arms race
towards improving women's human security and environmental protection.

Peace can only be achieved through means that reject violence. We who
gathered here today will continue our movement for peace until the threat of
war disappears from the earth. We hope that all citizens of both South and
North Korea, as well as all the peace-loving citizens around the world, will
join us on the path to create a peace treaty to formally end the Korean War,
as a step to building peace and genuine security for Korea and for the world.

May 24, 2018
2018 Women Peace Walk, Women Cross DMZ, and Nobel Women’s Initiative
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Advatipg for peace, Justice & equaliey
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#WomenPeaceKorea: A New Era
International Women’s Delegation to Korea

Seoul, May 23-26 2018

DELEGATE BIOS

Mairead Maguire
Nobel Peace Laureate, Peace People
Northern Ireland

Mairead Maguire was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1976,
with Betty Williams, for her actions to end the political
conflict in her native Northern Ireland. Together with
journalist Ciaran McKeown they founded Peace People, a
movement committed to building a just and peaceful society
through nonviolent social action. She travels regularly to
Israel and Palestine to work with peace activists in the region,
as well as other conflict areas.

Elizabeth Bernstein
Nobel Women’s Initiative
Canada

Liz Bernstein is the founding Director of the Nobel Women’s
Initiative. Previously, Liz served as Coordinator of the
International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL) from 1998
through 2004. Liz participated in the campaign since it began
in the early 1990s. She lived in Thailand and Cambodia for 10
years (1986-1996), where she worked with local peace and
justice advocacy organizations and co-founded the Coalition
for Peace and Reconciliation. In 2005, she coordinated Make
Poverty History Canada. Liz currently lives in Ottawa, Canada
and is a co-founder of Ecology Ottawa.

Christine Ahn, International Coordinator Liz Bernstein, Executive Director
Women Cross DMZ Nobel Women's Initiative
christine@womencrossdmz.org Ibernstein @nobelwomensinitiative.org
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Christine Ahn
Women Cross DMZ
USA

Christine Ahn is Founder & International Coordinator of
Women Cross DMZ, a global movement of women mobilizing
to end the Korean War, reunite families and ensure women'’s
leadership in peace building. She is the co-founder of the
Korea Policy Institute, Global Campaign to save Jeju Island,
and the National Campaign to End the Korean War.

Christine has organized peace and humanitarian aid
delegations to North and South Korea, and has addressed the
U.S. Congress, the United Nations, and the Republic of Korea
National Commission on Human Rights. She is a columnist
with Foreign Policy in Focus, and her writings have appeared
in The New York Times, The San Francisco Chronicle, The
Huffington Post, and more.

Kozue Akibayashi

Women’s International League for Peace and
Freedom

Japan

Kozue Akibayashi is the international President of Women’s
International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF). She is a
researcher/activist who has worked on issues of gender and
peace, militarism, and demilitarization. She also serves on the
steering committee of Women Cross DMZ, and was part of the
delegation of 30 international women peacebuilders who
crossed the DMZ on the Korean Peninsula in 2015. A Professor
at Doshisha University (Kyoto) Kozue teaches gender studies,
peace studies and peace education.

Mary-Wynne Ashford
Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War
Canada

Dr. Mary-Wynne Ashford, MD, PhD. is a retired family doctor
with a specialty in palliative care. She is a past Co-President of
the International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear
War, and past President of Physicians for Global Survival
(Canada). She has been an international speaker and writer on
the health consequences of nuclear war since 1985. She led
two medical delegations to the DPRK in 1999 and 2000. Her
award-winning book, “Enough Blood Shed: 1-1 Solutions to
Violence, Terror, and War”, has been translated into Japanese
and Korean. She has received the Queen's Medal on two
occasions and is an Honorary Citizen of the City of Victoria,

Canada.
Christine Ahn, International Coordinator Liz Bernstein, Executive Director
Women Cross DMZ Nobel Women's Initiative
christine@womencrossdmz.org Ibernstein@nobelwomensinitiative.org
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Mavic Cabrera-Balleza
Global Network of Women Peacebuilders
USA

Ma. Victoria “Mavic” Cabrera-Balleza is the Founder, CEO and
International Coordinator of the Global Network of Women
Peacebuilders (GNWP). As a Women, Peace and Security
expert, Mavic initiated the national action planning process on
UN resolution 1325 in her country, Philippines, and has
authored several publications on the implementation of the
WPS resolutions. Mavic has supported numerous countries to
build and implement their WPS national action plans and is a
member of the ‘Global Funding Board of the Women’s Peace
and Humanitarian Fund’, a funding mechanism for grassroots
women’s organizations around the world.

Ann Patterson
Peace People
Northern Ireland

Ann Patterson works to provide counseling and support for
families from divided communities. During the peace process
in Northern Ireland, Ann worked with imprisoned
paramilitaries from both sides, preparing them to enter into
peace talks. She co-founded Peace People, a pacifist movement
that played a critical role in promoting the Good Friday
Agreement and advancing the peace process in Northern
Ireland. Ann has since acted as an independent observer in
numerous countries in conflict and lives in Northern Ireland.

Medea Benjamin
CODEPINK
USA

Medea Benjamin is the co-founder of the women-led peace
group CODEPINK and the co-founder of the human rights
group Global Exchange. She has been an advocate for social
justice for more than 40 years. Described as "one of America's
most committed -- and most effective -- fighters for human
rights" by New York Newsday, she was one of 1,000
exemplary women from 140 countries nominated to receive
the Nobel Peace Prize on behalf of the millions of women who
do the essential work of peace worldwide. She recently
published Inside Iran: The Real History and Politics of the
Islamic Republic of Iran.

Christine Ahn, International Coordinator Liz Bernstein, Executive Director
Women Cross DMZ Nobel Women's Initiative
christine@womencrossdmz.org Ibernstein @nobelwomensinitiative.org
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Aiyoung Choi
Women Cross DMZ
USA

Born in Korea during World War Il and raised in Shanghai,
Taiwan, and Japan, Aiyoung came to the United States for
college and has made New York City her home. Originally a
painter and sculptor, she became an entrepreneur, teacher,
editor, and also worked in human resources and public
relations. She became a consultant to non-profit grassroots
organizations in the City, and also served on various boards of
directors including Asian Americans for Equality, New York
Women'’s Foundation, and Korean American Family Service
Center. In 2015 she crossed the demilitarized zone from North
Korea to South Korea with Women Cross DMZ and currently
serves on its Steering Committee.

Erica Fein
Win Without War
USA

Erica Fein is the Advocacy Director at Win Without War. In
this capacity, she engages with policymakers in Congress, the
Executive Branch, the NGO community, the media, and
grassroots partners to advance the organization's progressive
foreign policy and national security agenda. Previously, she
served as Director of Government Affairs and Nuclear
Weapons Policy Director at Women'’s Action for New
Directions, where she led campaigns to limit the excessive US
nuclear weapons arsenal. Erica holds an MA from the Josef
Korbel School of International Studies and a BA from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison and has been published and
quoted in several media publications.

Christine Ahn, International Coordinator Liz Bernstein, Executive Director
Women Cross DMZ Nobel Women's Initiative
christine@womencrossdmz.org Ibernstein @nobelwomensinitiative.org
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Rebecca Johnson

International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear
Weapons

UK

Rebecca Johnson is a feminist peace activist, and an original
co-chair of the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear
Weapons (ICAN), where she served as president to mobilise
civil society and governments to achieve the 2017 Treaty on
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. Rebecca’s campaigning
for peace has focused on the banning of unnecessary nuclear
weaponry and she has been published widely on security,
disarmament and feminist issues. She coordinated
Greenpeace's campaign for the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty, set up the Acronym Institute for Disarmament
Diplomacy and has campaigned against conflict with multiple
organizations. ICAN was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in
2017 and Rebecca hopes to share the award with campaigners
around the world who work for disarmament, peace and
justice.

Shawn Kim
One Heart for Justice
USA

Shawn is the president of One Heart for Justice, a voluntary [}
organization established in 2014 to support the families of the
victims of the South Korean Sewol ferry accident. Shawn and
members of One Heart for Justice are active locally, and are
passionate about supporting indigent young adults through
food drives and other efforts to help distribute backpacks and
Christmas trees. Since then, Shawn (through One Heart for
Justice) has been educating Korean Americans and Americans
about Korean history, including efforts to help achieve justice
for “Comfort Women.” Her community-based organization has
been actively participating in efforts to call for a Peace treaty
between the United States and North Korea to formally end
the Korean War.

Christine Ahn, International Coordinator Liz Bernstein, Executive Director
Women Cross DMZ Nobel Women's Initiative
christine@womencrossdmz.org Ibernstein @nobelwomensinitiative.org
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Charlotte Lind
Operation 1325
Sweden

Charlotte is a communicator at Operation 1325, which
advocates for power to women in peace processes. She is an
active voice within the Women Peace and Security agenda in
Sweden, Turkey and the Middle East. Charlotte also operates
the project Women Participation Through the Media.

She holds a Master's Degree in conflict resolution and
mediation from Tel Aviv University.

Olga Maltseva

Dialogue of Culture / Far Eastern Federal
University of Vladivostok (FEFU)

Russia

Dr. Olga Maltseva is coordinator of the public organization
Dialogue of Cultures, which advocates for inter-cultural
learning, as well as a member of the Russian Union of
Journalists. Dr. Maltseva is interested in Korean unification —
interviewing Kim Jong-Il twice in 2002, as well as initiating
the international Russian-Korean photo exhibition during Kim
Jong-1I's visit to the Russian far east in 2003. Dr. Maltseva is
the author of more than 30 scientific articles as well as two
books based on her travels through the Korean Peninsula. She
holds a PhD in Politology and is an Associate Professor in the
Department of Communications and Media School of Arts and
Humanities FEFU.

Lisa Natividad
Guahan Coalition for Peace and Justice
Guam / USA

Lisa Linda Natividad is an Associate Professor of Social Work
at the University of Guam and President of the Guahan
Coalition for Peace and Justice. An Indigenous daughter of
Guahan (Guam) she is a leading voice against the United
States’s militarization of her island and an advocate for the
exercise of her people’s (Indigenous CHamorus) right to self-
determination and political decolonization. She joined the
2015 Women Cross DMZ and organized a global women'’s
demilitarization conference on Guahan in 2009 (with
International Network of Women Against Militarism). Lisa has
advocated for the Guam Commission on Decolonization before
multiple high-level UN committees.

Christine Ahn, International Coordinator Liz Bernstein, Executive Director
Women Cross DMZ Nobel Women's Initiative
christine@womencrossdmz.org Ibernstein @nobelwomensinitiative.org
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Kalama Niheu
Ohana Koa-Nuclear Free and Independent Pacific
Hawaii/USA

Dr. Kalamaoka " aina Niheu is a Kanaka Maoli physician from
Hawaii and a representative for Hawaii and the Pacific to the
United Nations. Born on the frontlines of the Hawaii
Independence movement, she has been a community advocate
throughout her life, most recently helping to establish the
Standing Rock Medic Healer’s Council. She is also a main
convener for Aha Aloha Aina, a Kanaka initiative for
traditional governance, is on the board of Ahahui o Na Kauka
(Native Hawaiian Doctor’s Association), and is the Kauka
(Doctor) for Onipa’a Na Hui Kalo Traditional Kalo Farmers for
Food Sovereignty.

Dr. Niheu also works as the Medical Officer on Hokule’a, a
traditional Polynesian voyaging canoe.

Margo Okazawa-Rey
Women for Genuine Security
USA

Margo Okazawa-Rey is a Professor at Fielding Graduate
University, Professor Emerita at San Francisco State
University and holds a doctorate from the Harvard Graduate
School of Education. Her primary areas of research, activism,
and publication have been militarism, armed conflict, and
violence against women, examined intersectionally.

Margo was a group worker with Black and Latino boys, a
feminist teacher of literacy with women of color in recovery,
and a community activist in Boston. She is a founding member
of the Combahee River Collective and her lifetime of teaching,
activism, and scholarship has been deeply shaped by its work.
Margo serves on the International Boards of Du Re Bang in
South Korea, PeaceWomen Across the Globe and the Board of
Highlander Research and Education Center.

Christine Ahn, International Coordinator Liz Bernstein, Executive Director
Women Cross DMZ Nobel Women's Initiative
christine@womencrossdmz.org Ibernstein @nobelwomensinitiative.org
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Katherine Ronderos
LIMPAL COLOMBIA
Colombia

Katherine is the director of the Women'’s International League
for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) in Colombia (LIMPAL
COLOMBIA), and works for the implementation of UN
resolutions 1325 and 1820 with local women victims of
armed conflict. A consultant for UNWOMEN in Colombia, she
supports the inclusion of women's rights and gender
perspectives into peace agreements. Katherine has
coordinated the Women’s Human Rights Defenders Initiative
and consulted for the UN Special Rapporteur on gender-based
killings. Katherine holds a Masters in Development Studies.
She has published on gendered violence (Oxford University
Press), and directed the latest WILPF Colombia research
report on women for disarmament.

Shawk Alani

Organization for Women’s Freedom in Iraq
Iraq / Canada

Shawk Alani is a feminist activist and the Executive Assistant
at the Organization of Women's Freedom in Iraq, which
shelters women survivors of gender-based violence in post-
invasion Iraq. She is a graduate student at Simon Fraser
University writing on personal narrative in Iraqi literature.
Her community organizing work has focused on the power of
storytelling for immigrant and refugee youth as a tool for
social justice. She is the founding member of the Iraqi
Narratives Project, which archives oral history interviews
about the journeys of Iraqis as they lived through wars,
sanctions, dictatorship and the 2003 invasion and occupation
to reach their new lives in the diaspora.

Yifat Susskind
MADRE
USA / Israel

Yifat Susskind is the Executive Director of MADRE, an
international organization that works to advance women’s
human rights. Yifat has been a leading global advocate for
gender justice for more than 20 years. She partners with
women'’s rights activists from Latin America, the Middle East,
Asia and Africa to create programs in their communities that
meet urgent needs and create lasting solutions. She leads
MADRE’s work to combine grant making, capacity-building
and legal advocacy to secure women'’s rights, both in policy
and in practice. Yifat's writing has appeared in publications

Christine Ahn, International Coordinator Liz Bernstein, Executive Director
Women Cross DMZ Nobel Women's Initiative
christine@womencrossdmz.org Ibernstein @nobelwomensinitiative.org
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such as The New York Times, The Washington Post, The
Guardian and The Huffington Post.

Patti Talbot
The United Church of Canada
Canada

Patti Talbot has served as national staff of The United Church
of Canada for 25 years. The United Church of Canada was one
of the first ecumenical unions in the world to bring together
major Christian denominations into one body. She currently
leads the United Church’s Global Partnerships team with
direct responsibility for partnerships in northeast Asia. Born
in Japan of missionary parents who lived and worked among
Korean residents, she has a lifelong commitment to a vision of
peace with justice in the Korean peninsula and in northeast
Asia. The United Church has a long-lasting commitment to
mission, health, education for girls, and leadership
development and training in Korea. She lives in Toronto with
her husband and their teenage son.

Cindy Wiesner
Grassroots Global Justice
USA

JINN 0 au L =

Cindy Wiesner is active in U.S. social justice movements and is
the National Coordinator of Grassroots Global Justice Alliance
(GGJ) as well as a steering committee member of the Climate
Justice Alliance. She represents GGJ on the International
Council of the World Social Forum, and advises for the new
Liberation Fund. Cindy has organized with HERE Local 2850,
People Organizing to Win Employment Rights San Francisco,
and generationFIVE. She was the Leadership Development
Director of the Miami Workers Center and represented them
nationally at the US Social Forum, where she was also co-chair
of the national outreach working group. Cindy is originally
from Los Angeles and is of Salvadoran, Colombian and German
descent and is Queer. She is based in Miami, FL.

Christine Ahn, International Coordinator Liz Bernstein, Executive Director
Women Cross DMZ Nobel Women's Initiative
christine@womencrossdmz.org Ibernstein @nobelwomensinitiative.org
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Altaa Noogsoi
Blue Banner NGO
Mongolia

Altaa is a Professor in the School of International Relations
and Public Administration at Mongolian National University
and is a board member at Blue Banner NGO in Mongolia. Blue
Banner NGO collaborates with other NGO’s and government
authorities in exercising public oversight over Mongolia’s law
banning nuclear weapons — a cause of great interest to Alta.
Blue Banner has also organized conferences centering on the
elimination of nuclear threats in Northeast Asia.

Ann Wright
Veterans for Peace
USA

Ann served in the US Army and the US Diplomatic Corps. She
resigned in 2003 with the rank of colonel in opposition to the
US war on Iraq after 13 years of active duty and 16 years in
the army reserves. Ann co-founded the Freedom Flotilla
Coalition in 2010, which is a grassroots people-to-people
solidarity movement composed of campaigns and initiatives
from all over the world working together to end the blockade
of Gaza. She has co-authored a book “Dissent: Voices of
Conscience” which focuses on those who risked their career
and safety speaking out against the US invasion of Irag. Ann
crossed the demilitarized zone from North Korea to South
Korea with Women Cross DMZ in 2015.

Alice Nderitu
Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue
Kenya

Alice Nderitu is a pioneer in the field of peacebuilding and
violence prevention. She has served as Commissioner with the
Kenya’s National Cohesion and Integration Commission and as
a Founding Member of the Uwiano Platform for Peace, which
was pivotal in preventing violence during the 2013 Elections
in Kenya. She is a Senior Advisor and as Lead Mediator for

the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue, is widely published as
an author and academic and has developed Kenya’s only
curricular training manual for teachers on the topic of
inclusion and conflict prevention. She was named a Woman
Peace Maker Of the Year by the Joan B. Kroc Institute for
Peace and Justice, was awarded the Global Pluralism Award,
and was the recipient of the Jack P. Blaney Award for

Dialogue.
Christine Ahn, International Coordinator Liz Bernstein, Executive Director
Women Cross DMZ Nobel Women's Initiative
christine@womencrossdmz.org Ibernstein@nobelwomensinitiative.org
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Deann Borshay Liem
Filmmaker
USA

Deann Borshay Liem is Producer/Director of the Emmy
Award-nominated documentary, First Person Plural, and the
award-winning film, In the Matter of Cha Jung Hee, both of
which premiered nationally on PBS on the POV series. A
Sundance Institute Fellow and recipient of the Women, Peace,
and Security Fellowship from the San Francisco Film Society,
Deann has produced, executive-produced, and consulted

on numerous award-winning films. Her film, Memory of
Forgotten War, was broadcast nationally on PBS stations. In
2015, (with Women Cross DMZ) Deann took a film crew and
covered the group’s journey from North to South Korea, which
is the basis of the work-in-progress documentary, Crossings.

Grace Lee
SFU Dialogue Centre
Canada

Grace Lee is the Programs and Events Officer at the Simon
Fraser Institute for Dialogue. Grace has a BA in
Communication from Simon Fraser University and experience
in Digital PR and Corporate Events. She is responsible for
project managing special dialogues at the Centre including the
Centre’s signature programming Jack P. Blaney Award, Bruce
and Lis Welch Community Dialogue and the Simons Visiting
Chair.

Jacquelyn Wells
Women Cross DMZ
USA

Jacquelyn Wells is the Communications Coordinator at
Women Cross DMZ. A Korean American adoptee, Jacquelyn
was born in Seoul in 1987 and arrived to the USA at four
months of age. She is a Northeastern University graduate, and
currently lives in Brooklyn, NY. She started working as a
volunteer for Women Cross DMZ in late 2015. In addition to
her work with WCDMZ, Jacquelyn is an entrepreneur and
owns her own jewelry company, Oohjacquelina. She also is a
musician, an Airbnb super host in Boston, MA, and a
Registered Yoga Teacher.

Christine Ahn, International Coordinator Liz Bernstein, Executive Director
Women Cross DMZ Nobel Women's Initiative
christine@womencrossdmz.org Ibernstein @nobelwomensinitiative.org
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Jim Choi
Mu Films
USA

Jim Choi is an award-winning director, cinematographer, and
sound recordist. He co-directed and shot Defender about San
Francisco’s public defender Jeff Adachi. Jim also directed and
filmed Changing Season, for which he won Best Documentary
Director and Don’t Lose Your Soul, an intimate profile of
Anthony Brown and Mark Izu, founders of the Asian American
Jazz Festival. He also served as the Director of Photography on
the IFP Gotham Audience Award winning film, Jake
Shimabukuro: Life On Four Strings, and Lost and Found: Legacy
of USS Lagarto which garnered an Emmy nomination in the
cinematography category.

Margaret (Jade) Sit Tsui

Asian Regional Exchange for New Alternatives
(ARENA)

China

Dr SIT, Tsui Margaret Jade is associate professor of the
Institute of Rural Reconstruction of China at Southwest
University. She is board member of Asian Regional Exchanges
for New Alternatives (ARENA), and also coordinator of a
development organization, China Social Services and
Development Research Centre (CSD). As well, she is one of the
founding members of the Global University for Sustainability.
Her research areas include rural reconstruction, globalization,
gender and development, and cultural studies.

Katia Gianneschi
Nobel Women'’s Initiative
Canada

Katia Gianneschi is a communications specialist in human
rights and development. She provides strategic
communications advice and develops and produces tools
including communications and campaign strategies, news
releases, op-eds, briefing notes and other communication
tools. Katia delivers workshops on media relations, strategic
communications and key messages. Katia has provided
communications expertise to Oxfam Canada, Nobel Women'’s
Initiative, Global Partnership for Education, Canadian Council
for international Co-operation, Make Poverty History and
Amnesty International Canada, among others.
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Meri Joyce

Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed
Conflict

Japan

Originally from Australia, Meri Joyce graduated from the
University of Melbourne and Kyoto University with degrees in
Politics and Asian Studies. Since 2005, she has been
International Coordinator of Japan-based organization Peace
Boat. Meri is also Regional Liaison Officer for the Global
Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict in Northeast
Asia. In this capacity she coordinates civil society projects for
dialogue, peace building, disarmament and peace education in

the region. Meri sits on the Steering Committees of the
Northeast Asia Regional Peace building Institute and Women
Cross DMZ. Meri is also active as an interpreter and translator.

Margaret Gerhart
Women Cross DMZ
USA

Margaret has worked with Women Cross DMZ since 2016,
helping to shape and amplify messaging through various print,
digital, and video media. Margaret believes design can bridge
disciplines to bring optics and voice to marginalized
communities and environments for a more sustainable and
just future. She is currently a landscape and urban designer at
the international planning firm SWA, where she leads the Los
Angeles studio’s research for the firm wide think-tank, XL.
Margaret holds a BFA in Industrial Design from Carnegie
Mellon University and a dual Master of Architecture/Master of
Landscape Architecture and Urban Planning from the
University of Pennsylvania. There, she received the 2016 Anne
Fisher Graduate Fellowship for excellence in design and the
2015 AIA Scholarship for leadership.
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Simone Chun
Alliance of Scholars Concerned About Korea
USA

Dr. Simone Chun received her Ph.D. in Political Science from
the University of California, Santa Barbara, and currently
teaches at Northeastern University. She has over 20 years of
teaching and research experience, including serving as an
Associate in Research at the Harvard University Korea
Institute. Dr. Chun serves on the Steering Committee for the
Alliance of Scholars Concerned about Korea, and is a member
of the Korea Policy Institute and the Korean Peace

Network. She regularly contributes to various media outlets
and has presented widely on inter-Korean relations. As a
researcher and activist, Dr. Chun strives to create meaningful
engagements between South Korean activists, scholars and
NGOs worldwide.

Kin Chi Lau
Global University for Sustainability
China

Kin Chi Lau is associate Professor in the Department of
Cultural Studies at Lingnan University in Hong Kong. She is a
member of the International Board of Peace Women Across
the Globe, a founding member of the Global University for
Sustainability, and the vice-president of World Forum for
Alternatives. Her areas of interest cover cultural studies,
contemporary China studies, and comparative literature as
well as critical pedagogy and gender studies. In these areas
she has published papers extensively, including co-authoring
books and producing documentary films on women for peace
in China.

Wang Xuan
Research Centre of Biological Warfare in WW I
China

Wang Xuan is the Director of the Research Center of Biological
Warfare in WW I, as well as the chair of the committee of the
NGOs of the Japanese Biological Warfare Victims in China. A
graduate of Zhejiang University, Wang also holds an ME from
Tsukuba University in Japan. Wang is a leader in the civil
rights movement for Japanese biological warfare victims.
Beginning her fight in 1995, when she launched an
investigation into the plague in her village caused by Japanese
biological warfare, Wang brought about the first ever
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confirmation in court of the Japanese army’s biological

warfare in WW II and the disasters it had wreaked on local
people. Wang was one of 81 Chinese women (among 1000
women in the world) nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize.
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